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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Constituent  Authorities 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  national  birth  rate  which  has  been  at  a  high  level  during  the  last  decade  has  now  taken  a  downward 
trend  from  18.5  in  1964  to  16.9  in  1968.  Wellington  Rural  and  Newport  have  this  year  reflected  this  trend, 
Wellington  Urban  and  Shifnal  have  maintained  a  high  rate,  while  Oakengates  has  had  the  highest  rate  for 
many  years. 

The  value  of  the  new  Regulations  concerning  Infectious  Disease  was  illustrated  by  the  measures  taken 
to  deal  with  an  outbreak  of  infectious  jaundice  in  a  primary  school,  reported  in  the  infectious  disease  section. 

In  December  1968  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  made  the  Dawley  New  Town 
(Designation)  Amendment  (Telford)  Order,  1968.  Providing  for  the  creation  of  a  New  Town  of  Telford  with 
a  population  of  225,000  by  1991,  it  will  include  the  area  of  the  present  Dawley,  Wellington  and  Oakengates 
Urban  Districts  and  a  considerable  portion  of  Wellington  Rural  District.  The  present  population  of  the 
area  is  approximately  70,000.  To  meet  the  needs  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  people  in  twenty  years  time  will 
require  a  rapid  expansion  of  the  medical  services  in  the  area.  It  so  happens  that  the  present  tripartite 
administrative  structure  of  the  National  Health  Service  is  being  questioned.  This  has  been  given  official 
encouragement  by  the  publication  of  the  “Green  paper  on  the  administrative  structure  of  the  medical  and 
related  services  in  England  and  Wales”  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  local  situation,  therefore,  presents 
an  opportunity  to  plan  a  unified  health  service  covering  all  the  services  normally  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  General  Practitioner  service  of  the  Executive  Council  and  the  Local  Health  Authority 
services  provided  by  the  County  Council.  For  this  purpose  a  working  party  has  been  set  up  to  work  out  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  submission  to  the  authorities  concerned.  How  the  functions  of  the  health  department 
of  the  local  Sanitary  Authorities  can  be  fitted  into  such  a  plan  appears  a  little  problematical.  However, 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Government,  expected  during  the  coming  year,  may  provide 
some  guidance. 

The  Shropshire  Scheme  for  the  Training  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Birmingham  University  leading 
to  the  degree  of  B.Sc.  commenced  functioning  during  the  year. 

A  pupil  has  been  appointed  and  allocated  for  practical  training  to  No.  3  Area,  comprising  Oakengates 
U.D.C.,  Wellington  U.D.C.  and  Wellington  R.D.C.  For  administrative  purposes  he  will  be  based  at 
Oakengates  and  have  the  opportunity  of  also  working  in  Wellington  R.D.C.  and  Wellington  U.D.C. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  BURY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SOCIAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  area  covered  by  the  live  authorities  forms  a  well  balanced  community  consisting  of  an  extensive 
urban  centre,  formed  by  the  Urban  Districts  of  Wellington  and  Oakengates  with  the  intervening  parts  of 
the  Wellington  Rural  District  at  Hadley,  Ketley  and  Donnington.  The  economy,  based  on  a  very  ancient 
mining  and  iron  producing  industry,  had  for  many  years  been  declining.  Only  one  coal  mine  is  now  in 
production.  Since  the  last  war  there  has  been  a  considerable  industrial  revival  particularly  in  the  iron  and 
engineering  industry. 

To  the  east,  north  and  west  the  rural  parts  of  the  Wellington  Rural  District  and  Shifnal  Rural  District 
consist  mostly  of  rich  agricultural  land.  To  the  south  the  area  is  bordered  by  the  beautiful  wooded  country 
surrounding  the  Wrekin,  and  by  the  Urban  District  of  Dawley.  Newport  continues  to  play  its  role  of  a 
rural  market  town,  assisted  by  one  large  engineering  factory.  In  the  south,  Shifnal  is  also  a  market  town  and 
Albrighton,  near  the  Staffordshire  border,  has  rapidly  developed  as  a  dormitory  area  for  Wolverhampton, 
assisted  by  the  R.A.F.  Station  at  Cosford. 

The  Wrekin  and  Ercall  Hills  and  the  nearby  valley  of  the  River  Severn  provide  a  natural  centre  for 
outdoor  activities  in  the  district.  In  addition  within  the  Urban  District  of  Wellington  and  in  the  urban 
parishes  of  the  Rural  District  extensive  recreation  grounds  and  sports  facilities  are  available.  The  recreational 
facilities  with  a  covered  sports  hall,  swimming  pool,  and  paddling  pool,  etc.,  provided  in  the  parishes  of 
Hadley  and  Donnington  are  outstanding.  Play  Leadership  schemes  are  organised  regularly  in  Oakengates, 
Wellington,  Shifnal  and  Wellington  Rural  District.  In  the  latter  district  this  is  a  full-time  organsiation. 
A  permanent  Nursery  Playground  for  under-fives  is  also  provided  in  Donnington.  Public  swimming  baths 
are  provided  at  Wellington,  Newport,  Donnington  and  Hadley. 

With  regard  to  the  special  provision  for  old  people  all  the  authorities  give  financial  support  to  the  local 
“Meals  on  Wheels”  services  and  Wellington  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  Shifnal  Rural  District  also  give 
financial  support  to  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  and  Clubs. 

All  these  activities  make  a  very  real  contribution  to  the  health  of  the  local  population. 


BOUNDARY  CHANGES 

No  boundary  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 


LOCAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


Newport 

Oakengates 

Wellington 

Shifnal 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

Acreage 

903 

2,426 

2,281 

31,476 

56,173 

Population  (Estimated) 

6,160 

15,450 

16,840 

15,910 

27,680 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses 

2,126 

5,260 

5,390 

4,090 

9,399 

Rateable  Value 

£230,464 

£552,762 

£715,606 

£556,513 

£1,412,580 

Product  of  Id.  rate  . . 

£960 

£2,250 

£2,835 

£2,220 

£5,608 

Number  of  persons  per  acre 

6.9 

6.51 

7.38 

0.51 

2.03 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1968 


Newport 

Oakengates 

Wellington 

Shifnal 

Wellington 

England  and 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

Wales 

(Rates  only) 

Live  Births: 

Male:  Legitimate 

57 

163 

140 

159 

271 

Illegitimate 

5 

10 

11 

6 

24 

Female:  Legitimate 

52 

155 

142 

124 

229 

Illegitimate 

9 

8 

8 

8 

18 

Total  . . 

123 

336 

301 

297 

542 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

20.0 

21 .7 

17.9 

18.7 

19.6 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

17.2 

27.3 

20.0 

21.6 

16.0 

16.9 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate 

3 

5 

1 

3 

7 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-  Total  . . 

3 

5 

1 

3 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate 

24 

15 

3 

10 

13 

14.0 

Deaths: 

Male  . . 

38 

86 

117 

68 

160 

Female 

33 

71 

77 

53 

103 

Total  .  . 

71 

157 

194 

121 

263 

Crude  Rate  . . 

1 1  .5 

10.2 

11.5 

7.6 

9.5 

Comparable  Rate  . . 

11.1 

13.5 

12.4 

10.9 

12.4 

11.9 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants: 

During  first  week 

1 

1 

5 

1 

4 

Second  to  fourth  week 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

Second  to  twelfth  month 

0 

0 

2 

1 

6 

Total,  first  year 

1 

2 

7 

6 

10 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

8.1 

5.9 

23.2 

20.2 

18.4 

18.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  .  . 

8.1 

5.9 

16.6 

16.8 

7.3 

12.3 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 

8.1 

2.9 

16.6 

3.4 

7.3 

10.5 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate*  .  . 

32.0 

18.0 

19.9 

13.3 

20.0 

25.0 

*Peri-natal  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  still  births  and  deaths  during  the  first  week  of  life  per  thousand  total  births  and 
is  a  sensitive  indicator  of  the  state  of  health  of  expectant  mothers  and  the  efficiency  of  the  maternity  services. 
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Causes  of  Deaths,  1968 


1 

Newport 

U.D. 

Oakengates 

U.D. 

Wellington 

U.D. 

Shifnal 

R.D. 

Wellington 

R.D. 

• 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

0 

0 

7 

2 

4 

1 

12 

0 

14 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

0 

3 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

4 

4 

11 

9 

15 

11 

11 

7 

16 

9 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Mental  Disorders 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Other  endocrine,  etc.,  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Anaemias 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  of  blood,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  .  . 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

4 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

10 

2 

25 

17 

30 

17 

17 

15 

53 

25 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

7 

3 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

6 

4 

7 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

4 

6 

15 

8 

23 

6 

7 

9 

15 

16 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

3 

1 

5 

9 

5 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Influenza 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

2 

3 

8 

4 

3 

0 

5 

10 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

1 

1 

3 

2 

8 

2 

1 

2 

18 

2 

Asthma 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

0 

4 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Peptic  ulcer  . . 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Appendicitis  . . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  . . 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

T 

1 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary  system  . . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion,  birth  injury 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

5 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

3 

0 

3 

All  other  accidents  .  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

3 

0 

Suicide 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

38 

33 

86 

71 

117 

77 

68 

53 

160 

103 

Cause  of  Deaths  in  Infancy 

Prematurity 
Pneumonia 
Accident  of  birth 
Atelectasis 
Epilepsy 

Congenital  Abnormality 

Total 


7 

7 

3 

1 

1 

7 

26 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


NEWPORT  U.D.C. 


Live  Births 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 
Still  Births 
Still  Birth  Rate 
Infant  Deaths 
Infant  Death  Rate  .  . 


Neo-Natal  Deaths 
Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 
Maternal  Deaths  . . 
Total  Deaths 
Comparable  Death  Rate 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

76 

103 

107 

115 

115 

121 

141 

123 

16.70 

21.43 

21.53 

20.83 

20.41 

22.7 

24.7 

17.2 

4 

0 

0 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

50 

0 

0 

24.8 

8.2 

16.5 

14 

24 

0 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

0 

38.83 

18.7 

8.7 

26.09 

16.5 

28 

8.1 

0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

29.13 

18.7 

8.7 

0 

16.5 

14 

8.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

51 

62 

58 

60 

58 

65 

77 

71 

9.72 

12.37 

9.79 

11.34 

11.29 

12.00 

12.5 

11.1 

OAKENGATES  U.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

I 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Live  Births  .  . 

203 

233 

258 

303 

300 

331 

318 

336 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

..  16.68 

18.82 

19.58 

20.88 

19.41 

22.00 

20.5 

27.3 

Still  Births  . . 

6 

4 

5 

5 

8 

9 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

28.8 

12.6 

19.0 

16.2 

26.1 

27.2 

9 

15 

Infant  Deaths 

4 

6 

6 

7 

6 

0 

6 

2 

Infant  Death  Rate  .  . 

..  19.70 

25.75 

23.3 

23.1 

20.00 

0 

19 

5.9 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  .  . 

2 

5 

5 

4 

5 

0 

5 

2 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

9.85 

21 .46 

19.4 

13.2 

16.67 

0 

9.4 

5.9 

Maternal  Deaths  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Total  Deaths 

125 

134 

144 

132 

151 

182 

132 

157 

Comparable  Death  Rate  . . 

..  11.19 

11.79 

11.34 

9.48 

12.83 

9.8 

11.00 

13.5 

WELLINGTON  U.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Live  Births  .  . 

233 

259 

303 

290 

314 

296 

274 

301 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

16.10 

17.05 

20.44 

18.98 

20.09 

18.3 

17.1 

20.0 

Still  Births  .  . 

4 

8 

9 

5 

5 

3 

6 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate 

16.8 

29.0 

22.8 

17.8 

15.5 

10.1 

21 

3 

Infant  Deaths 

5 

5 

6 

9 

7 

5 

3 

7 

Infant  Death  Rate  . . 

21.46 

19.31 

19.8 

31.0 

22.29 

16.9 

11 

23.2 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  .  . 

2 

5 

4 

3 

4 

2 

3 

7 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

8.58 

19.31 

13.2 

10.3 

12.74 

6.8 

7.2 

16.6 

Maternal  Deaths  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Deaths 

176 

162 

156 

172 

190 

182 

151 

194 

Comparable  Death  Rate  . . 

12.92 

12.58 

10.63 

11.04 

12.75 

11.2 

10.1 

12.4 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PREVIOUS  Y EARS — continued 


SHIFNAL  R.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Live  Births  . . 

237 

231 

289 

306 

256 

320 

301 

287 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

17.93 

16.94 

20.14 

21 .66 

17.41 

20.3 

19.9 

21 .6 

Still  Births  . . 

5 

7 

0 

3 

2 

4 

4 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate 

20.6 

29.0 

0 

9.7 

7.7 

12.5 

13 

10 

Infant  Deaths 

9 

3 

8 

6 

0 

4 

2 

6 

Infant  Death  Rate  . . 

37.97 

12.99 

27.7 

19.6 

0 

12.5 

7 

20.2 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  .  . 

7 

1 

6 

3 

0 

3 

1 

6 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

29.54 

4.33 

20.8 

9.8 

0 

9.4 

3.5 

13.2 

Maternal  Deaths  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Deaths 

107 

117 

113 

110 

126 

135 

122 

121 

Comparable  Death  Rate  . . 

9.76 

10.74 

10.28 

10.17 

12.28 

8.5 

11.3 

10.9 

WELLINGTON  R.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Live  Births  . . 

491 

486 

515 

561 

575 

575 

556 

542 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

19.60 

18.92 

19.88 

21 .08 

20.97 

22.1 

19.3 

16.0 

Still  Births  . . 

8 

11 

12 

15 

10 

15 

13 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate 

16.0 

22.0 

22.7 

26.7 

17.1 

26. 1 

23 

13 

Infant  Deaths 

12 

15 

11 

12 

9 

15 

7 

10 

Infant  Death  Rate  . . 

24.44 

30.86 

21.4 

21.4 

15.65 

26.1 

13 

18.4 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  . . 

10 

10 

6 

6 

7 

7 

5 

10 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

20.37 

20.58 

11.7 

10.7 

12.17 

12.2 

5.4 

7.3 

Maternal  Deaths  . . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Total  Deaths 

243 

231 

285 

110 

227 

266 

231 

263 

Comparable  Death  Rate  . . 

1 1 .83 

10.76 

14.92 

7.21 

11.14 

22.1 

11.3 

12.4 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
1.  PROVIDED  BY  SALOP  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Child  Health  Centres: 

Senior  Social  Club,  Curriers  Lane,  Shifnal* 

Turreff  Hall,  Donnington* 

The  Humbers,  Donnington* 

Haygate  Road,  Wellington 

Boyne  House,  Beaumaris  Road,  Newport 

Stafford  Road,  Oakengates 

*Sessional  use  of  premises  owned  by  other  organisations. 

Dental  clinic  facilities  for  children  below  the  upper  limit  of  compulsory  school  age  and  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  are  provided  at  the  Wellington  and  Newport  Centres. 

Facilities  are  provided  at  the  Wellington  Centre  for  Family  Planning  Clinics  conducted  by  the  Wellington 
Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association. 
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( b )  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children: 

The  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  acts  as  Agent  for  the  County  Council  and  the 
services  of  the  Moral  Welfare  Worker  are  available  to  those  in  need  of  advice  or  assistance. 

(c)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods: 

National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  Tablets  are  available  at  the  Child  Health 
Centres  and  these  are  supplemented  by  local  distribution  points  which  include  certain  small  post  offices, 
shops  and  private  houses. 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services 

District  Nurse  Midwives,  who  are  employed  by  the  County  Council  for  attendance  upon  patients  in  their 
own  homes,  are  listed  in  the  current  telephone  directory  under  the  heading  “Nurses — Shropshire”  and  set 
out  in  alphabetical  order  of  the  address  of  the  nurse. 


Health  Visiting 

In  the  area  of  the  Joint  Committee  the  County  Council  provide  the  service  of  full-time  Health  Visitors 
(Qualified  Nurses  who  hold  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate)  who  attend  the  Child  Health  Centres  and  visit 
children  under  five  years  of  age  in  their  own  homes.  The  advice  of  the  Health  Visitors  upon  any  aspect  of 
child  care,  the  prevention  of  illness,  care  of  the  aged,  etc.,  is  freely  available.  These  officers  are  listed  in 
the  telephone  directory  under  “Salop  County  Council— Health  Department”. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Protection  is  offered  to  pre-school  and  school  children  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
Poliomyelitis,  Measles  and  Smallpox,  which  can  be  administered  by  the  child’s  family  doctor  or  by  a  County 
Council  Medical  Officer  at  a  clinic  or  school. 

in  addition,  protection  against  Tuberculosis  is  available,  at  sessions  conducted  in  schools,  to  children 
of  ten  years  and  over. 

For  travellers  to  certain  areas  abroad,  whether  children  or  adults,  the  County  Health  Department, 
The  Shirehall,  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury  (Telephone  Shrewsbury  5221 1,  Ext.  443)  is  a  Designated  Centre 
for  Vaccination  against  Yellow  Fever,  which  is  available  by  appointment  only  and  for  which  a  charge  is  made. 


Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

(i)  A  wide  range  of  nursing  aids— from  hydraulic  patient  lifters,  wheelchairs  with  lifting  apparatus,  etc., 
to  back-rests  and  bed  pans  are  available  from  the  County  Health  Department  to  assist  in  the  nursing  of 
patients  in  their  own  homes. 

Ordinarily  requests  for  such  items  are  made  by  the  Doctor  or  District  Nurse  but  direct  enquiry  from 
patients  or  their  relatives  receives  attention.  A  charge  is  made  for  certain  larger  items  where  the  patient  is 
able  to  pay. 

Special  pads  are  available,  on  the  recommendation  of  Doctors  or  Nurses,  for  bedfast  incontinent 
patients  and  special  garments  with  absorbent  pads  for  ambulant  incontinent  patients. 

Note. — Wheelchairs  and  special  appliances  for  the  permanent  personal  use  of  patients  are  supplied  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  upon  the  recommendation  of  Hospital  Consultants. 

(ii)  The  hospital  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  as  with  any  other  condition,  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Hospital  Authorities  but  assistance  in  the  management  of  patients  at  home,  and  arrangements  for  examination 
of  contacts  by  the  Consultant  Chest  Physicians,  are  part  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  duties.  Extra  nourishment 
may  be  supplied  where  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  patient  so  require. 

(iii)  Recuperative  convalescence  may  be  arranged  for  patients  recovering  from  illness  and  no  longer  in 
need  of  medical  or  nursing  treatment  and  charges  are  made  for  this  service  in  accordance  with  the  patient’s 
ability  to  pay. 
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Chiropody 

Persons  of  pensionable  age  who  are  mainly  dependent  upon  Retirement  Pension  and/or  Social  Security 
benefits,  together  with  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  are  eligible  for  treatment  under  the 
Council's  service  or  by  arrangement  made  by  local  voluntary  Committees  who  act  as  the  Council's  agents. 
In  this  area  they  are: 

St.  Georges  and  Priorslee  Club. 

Shifnal  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

Wellington  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

Oakengates  and  District  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

A  charge  of  3/6d.  per  treatment  is  made  to  all  patients  subject  to  remission  in  cases  receiving  Social 
Security  benefits  or  otherwise  assessed  as  unable  to  pay  the  fee. 

Application  should  be  made  to  the  Committee  for  the  area  in  which  the  patient  lives  or,  if  there  is  no 
local  Committee,  either  direct  to  the  County  Health  Department  or  via  a  member  of  the  outside  staff— 
Nurse,  Health  Visitor,  etc. 

Treatment  is  undertaken  also  by  chiropodists  employed  direct  by  the  Department  at  home  and  at  Clinics 
by  appointment.  Application  should  be  made  to  the  Family  Doctor,  Nurse  or  Health  Visitor. 


Domestic  Help  Service 

A  Home  Help  Office  is  maintained  at  the  Child  Health  Centre  in  Haygate  Road,  Wellington,  and  persons 
in  need  of  help  may  apply  there  in  person  or  contact  the  County  Health  Department  direct  or  through  a 
member  of  the  Nursing  or  Health  Visiting  Staff.  Charges  are  assessed  in  accordance  with  the  applicant’s 
financial  resources. 

Mental  Health  Service 

The  functions  of  the  County  Council  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  in  respect  of  patients  who  are, 
or  have  been,  suffering  from  mental  disorder,  are,  very  broadly: 

(a)  the  provision,  equipment  and  maintenance  of  residential  accommodation; 

(b)  the  provision  of  centres  or  other  facilities  for  training  or  occupation; 

(c)  the  appointment  of  officers  to  act  as  Mental  Welfare  Officers; 

(d)  the  exercise  of  functions  in  respect  of  persons  placed  under  guardianship; 

(e)  the  provision  of  ancillary  or  supplementary  services  for  the  prevention  of  mental  disorder  or  for 
the  care  of  mentally  disordered  persons. 

A  Junior  Training  Centre  is  provided  at  Wellington  and  Shrewsbury  where  there  is  also  a  rehabilitation 
hostel  for  female  patients  recovering  from  mental  illness.  There  is  also  an  Adult  Training  Centre  and  hostel 
at  Shrewsbury,  and  similar  accommodation  is  in  course  of  construction  at  Wellington. 

The  County  Council’s  mental  welfare  officers  are  responsible  for  home  visiting  of  patients  who  are 
mentally  ill  or  who  are  sub-normal  or  severely  sub-normal.  Excellent  co-operation  exists  between  these  officers 
and  the  Consultant  Psychiatrists,  General  Practitioners  and  all  agencies,  both  statutory  and  voluntary,  who 
combine  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  patients. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  from  a  Central  Control  which  is  manned  throughout  the  twenty-four 
hours  at  the  Headquarters  in  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury — Telephone  No.  6331 — to  which  all  requests  for 
ambulance  transport  in  the  area  of  the  Joint  Committee  should  be  made. 

A  local  Ambulance  Station  is  maintained  at  Donnington. 
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Early  Detection  of  Cancer 

Sessions  are  held  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  Mondays  of  every  month  at  the  County  Council  Clinic,  Haygate 
Road,  Wellington,  and  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  of  every  month  at  the  Clinic,  Beaumaris  Road,  Newport,  for 
the  early  detection  of  cancer  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  (Cervical  Cytology)  and  the  breast.  Appointments  can 
be  made  by  any  woman  by  the  completion  of  a  form  available  from  any  County  Council  Clinic,  Health 
Visitor,  Nurse  or  Midwife. 


Registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  Area 

Address  .  .  Priory  Nursing  Home,  Springhill,  Wellington. 


Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 — Premises  and  Child  Minder  Registered  in  the  Area 


Premises 

Permitted 
Number  of  Children 

“Madhatters”,  Powder  Lane,  Wellington 

12 

Garrison  Nursery,  Humbers  Lane,  Donnington 

16 

Cosford  Day  Nursery,  R.A.F.  Cosford 

36 

Donnington  Recreation  Ground  Pavilion 

25 

The  Old  C.E.  School,  Albrighton 

28 

Child  Minder: 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Noble,  5  Weston  Drive,  Wellington  . . 

6 

School  Health  Service 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  and  covers: 


Routine  medical  inspection. 

School  clinics. 

Handicapped  children  (ascertainment  and  special  education): 

Deaf;  Blind;  E.S.N.;  Maladjusted;  Physically  handicapped. 
School  Dental  Service. 

Milk  and  meals. 

Hygiene  in  school  buildings. 

Immunisation  and  vaccination. 


Services  provided  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  by  the  County  Welfare  Officer 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  T.  G.  Williams,  D.M.A.,  F.I.S.W.,  County  Welfare  Officer,  for  the  following 
information: 

A.  Residential  Accommodation: 

Audley  House,  Audley  Avenue,  Newport  .  .  118  beds  (including  a  unit  of  20  beds  and  cots  for  temporary 

accommodation) 

Far  Croft,  North  Road,  Wellington  . .  . .  37  beds 
Summercroft,  Turreff  Avenue,  Donnington  . .  50  beds 


B.  Grouped  Dwellings  and  Flatlets: 


Shifnal  R.D.C.  . . 

. .  Albrighton 

22  units 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

Lawndale,  Donnington 

Willow  Court,  Donnington 

Sand  brook  Estate,  Ketley  .  . 
Haybridge  Hall,  Hadley 

High  Mount,  Donnington  . . 

13  units 
24  units 

19  units 

20  units 
20  units 

Newport  U.D.C. 

Hallcroft  Close 

Adams  Estate 

20  units 
19  units 

Oakengates  U.D.C. 

Newfield  House 

24  units 

Wellington  U.D.C. 

. .  West  Road 

20  units 
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C.  W.R.V.S.  Flatlets: 


Portway  House,  Wellington  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  9  units 

Parville  House,  Wellington  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16  units 

D.  Almshouses: 

High  Ercall  Hospital 

The  properties  under  B,  C  and  D  are  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authorities  or  voluntary  Committees, 
but  the  Welfare  Department  is  interested  both  financially  and  otherwise. 

E.  Domiciliary  Services: 

Domiciliary  services  for  the  elderly,  blind,  deaf  and  handicapped  persons  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948,  are  provided  by  the  Welfare  Department  from  this  office. 

F.  Meals  on  Wheels: 

The  local  authorities  and  ourselves  are  interested  in  the  provision  of  meals-on-wheels  in  nearly  every  part 
of  the  county. 


2.  PROVIDED  BY  THE  BIRMINGHAM  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

(A)  Managed  by  the  Shrewsbury  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee 

Full  district  hospital  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  and  at  Copthorne  Hospital. 
This  is  supplemented  by  local  services  provided  at  the  Wrekin  and  Wellington  Cottage  Hospitals. 

Wrekin  Hospital ,  Wellington: 


Clinics  held 

Clinic 

Consultant 

Monday  morning  .  . 

.  .  Geriatric 

Dermatological  .  . 
Chest 

Dr.  A.  R.  Khan 
. .  Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Dr.  P.  E.  Perceval 

Dr.  A.  T.  M.  Myres 

Monday  afternoon 

Surgical 

Chest 

Dermatological  (Biopsies) 

Mr.  D.  Lincoln  Lewis 

Dr.  P.  E.  Perceval 
.  .  Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Tuesday  morning 

.  .  Surgical 

Medical 

Orthopaedic 

Mr.  M.  W.  F.  Dunning 

Dr.  P.  L.  Boardman 
. .  Mr.  G.  K.  Rose 

Mr.  R.  S.  Cowie 

Tuesday  afternoon 

Gynaecology 

Psychiatric 

. .  Mr.  H.  G.  Wolskel 
. .  Dr.  F.  Kane 

Wednesday  morning 

Dermatological  .  . 

Paediatric 

Orthodontic 

Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Dr.  J.  C.  Macauley 

Mr.  Scott  (alternate  Wednesdays) 

Wednesday  afternoon 

Chest 

Dental 

. .  Dr.  P.  E.  Perceval 

Mr.  H.  P.  Britten 

Thursday  morning 

. .  After-care 

Surgical  fitter 
Ante-natal 

Medical 

Dr.  J.  G.  Mann 

Dr.  D.  Davis 

. .  Dr.  A.  W.  J.  Houghton 

Thursday  afternoon 

Dermatological  . . 
Orthopaedic 

. .  Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Mr.  D.  Graff  (alternate  Thursdays) 

Friday  morning 

. .  Ante-natal 
Gynaecology 

Dr.  J.  G.  Mann 

Mr.  S.  Burke 

Friday  afternoon  . . 

Psychiatric 

. .  Dr.  F.  Kane 

Dr.  S.  Lucas 
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Wrekin  Hospital  and  Wellington  Cottage  Hospital: 
Allocated  beds  and  other  ancillary  services. 


Wellington  Cottage  Hospital: 

General  Practitioner  Unit  .  .  18  beds  (including  one  private  and  one  amenity  bed) 

Ancillary  services  . .  . .  First  aid  to  minor  accident  and  emergency  patients 

Wrekin  Hospital: 

Beds  . .  . .  . .  . .  17  pre-convalescent 

5  orthopaedic/geriatric 


28  maternity 

29  female  geriatric 
27  male  geriatric 
21  chest 


127 


Ancillary  services: 

Outpatients’  Department  . .  Monday  afternoon 

Tuesday  morning 
Wednesday  morning 
Thursday  morning 

Thursday  afternoon 
Friday  morning 


Audiometrician  attends  for  hearing  aid  repairs 
Pathological  technician 

Dietician  (Miss  Huender)  (last  Wednesday  in  month) 
Surgical  fitters  attend 

Electrocardiograph  technician  (Mrs.  Garrett) 
Audiometrician  attends 
Mass  Radiography — Wolverhampton  unit 
Pathological  technician 

Relaxation  classes  in  Physiotherapy  Department 


General  X-ray  facilities  for  general  practitioners  and  consultants. 

Physiotherapy  Department  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  patients  referred  by  Consultants. 


Venereal  Diseases:  One  clinic  is  maintained  at  No.  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  where  treatment  is  free  and 
confidential.  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  and  no  appointment  is  needed: 


Males 
Females  . . 


Tuesday  and  Friday 

Monday 

Thursday 


6.00  p.m.  to  8.00  p.m. 
3.30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 
5.00  p.m.  to  7.00  p.m. 


(B)  Mass  Radiography  Unit 

The  Mass  Radiography  unit  operates  from  New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  The  small  mobile 
vehicle  unit  visits  Wellington  each  Friday  morning  for  the  purpose  of  X-raying  patients  referred  to  the  unit 
by  general  practitioners  and  also  contacts,  etc.  The  large  unit  also  visits  the  area  from  time  to  time  for  the 
purpose  of  X-raying  any  factory  employees  or  visiting  any  school  or  factory  w  here  there  may  have  been  a  case 
of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  These  visits  have  usually  been  on  a  three  year  basis  but  this  period  will 
probably  be  extended  in  the  future. 

(C)  Managed  by  the  Stafford  and  Wolverhampton  Hospital  Management  Committees 

In  addition  there  is  a  small  local  hospital,  Annabell  Lady  Boughley  Cottage  Hospital,  at  Newport 
providing  15  beds.  Type  of  cases  treated  are  those  patients  referred  from  the  General  Practitioners  in  the 
area  who  also  staff  the  Unit.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  operations  are  performed  at  this  Hospital  by  the  Con¬ 
sultant  in  E.N.T.  Surgery  from  the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary.  Light  and  Heat  treatment  is  available 
at  the  hospital  and  minor  accidents  and  emergencies  can  also  be  treated  there. 

At  Shifnal  Hospital  there  are  21  beds.  The  hospital  provides  services  for  general  medicine,  general 
surgery,  ear,  nose  and  throat  and  orthopaedic  surgery,  dentistry,  gynaecology,  general  practitioner  maternity 
services  and  private  pay  bed  accommodation. 

The  R.A.F.  Hospital  at  Cosford  receives  civilian  patients  by  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Defence 
and  provides  a  very  useful  relief  for  the  surgical  waiting  lists  of  other  hospitals  in  the  district.  It  also  provides 
a  very  valuable  casualty  service  for  the  area.  Accidents  from  the  Oakengates/Wellington  area  have  to  be 
taken  into  Shrewsbury. 
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3.  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  SALOP  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 


The  services  of  a  family  doctor  are  provided  to  all  persons  by  the  County  of  Salop  Executive  Council. 
Thirty-two  general  practitioners  practice  from  premises  in  the  area.  Most  of  the  doctors  have  joint  groups 
and  some  groups  have  provided  themselves  with  up-to-date  premises.  The  population,  therefore,  have  a  good 
choice  of  the  type  of  practice  which  they  prefer,  although  this  is  slightly  restricted  as  Wellington  is  “under¬ 
doctored”.  The  Executive  Council  also  provide  dental,  pharmaceutical  and  ophthalmic  services. 

In  agreement  with  local  General  Practitioners  and  the  Executive  Council  the  County  Council  plan  to 
build  an  up-to-date  Health  Centre  in  Wellington. 

A  site  has  been  acquired  and  building  should  commence  in  1970. 

At  Oakengates  a  group  of  doctors  have  commenced  building  a  new  group  practice  premises. 

4.  PROVIDED  BY  THE  FAMILY  PLANNING  ASSOCIATION  (SEVERN  &  WYE  BRANCH) 

The  Clinic  at  Wellington  is  held  every  Tuesday  afternoon  1.30  to  3.30  p.m.  and  the  first  and  third  Mondays 
in  every  month  from  7.0  to  8.0  p.m. 

Advice  on  how  to  regulate  the  number  of  children  they  have  is  given  to  married  women  and  those  about 
to  be  married.  If  there  are  medical  or  social  reasons  for  limiting  the  number  of  pregnancies  advice  is  given  free, 
otherwise  a  modest  charge  is  made. 

During  1968 

342  women  attended  of  which 

191  were  new  patients 

A  total  of  1,256  attendances  were  recorded. 

There  is  now  a  variety  of  methods  of  contraception  available  and  one  can  generally  be  found  to  suit  all 
needs. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1968 


Newport 

U.D. 

Oakengates 

U.D. 

Wellington 

U.D. 

Shifnal 

R.D. 

Wellington 

R.D. 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

13 

6 

6 

1 

5 

8 

4 

2 

5 

7 

57 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

3 

4 

0 

0 

6 

2 

2 

3 

21 

Measles 

77 

57 

45 

31 

20 

13 

46 

43 

55 

48 

435 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

3 

0 

12 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

9 

Acute  Encephalitis  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infective  Jaundice 

Tuberculosis: 

0 

0 

10 

14 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

35 

Respiratory 

0 

0 

4 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

12 

Non-Respiratory 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

13 


Tuberculosis 


Newport  U.D. 

Oakengates  U.D. 

Wellington  U.D. 

Shifnal  R.D. 

Wellington  R.D. 

Total  for  area 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

1960 

1 

0 

8 

0 

7 

2 

4 

0 

11 

0 

31 

2 

1961 

0 

0 

7 

1 

5 

1 

I 

0 

8 

0 

21 

2 

1962 

1 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

7 

0 

17 

0 

1963 

0 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

I 

0 

11 

1 

21 

4 

1964 

0 

0 

3 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

12 

0 

19 

2 

1965 

0 

0 

6 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

4 

0 

15 

2 

1966 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

8 

5 

1967 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

13 

0 

1968 

0 

1 

8 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

18 

2 

Flu  Vaccination 

On  the  28th  December,  1967,  it  was  reported  that  the  influenza  virus  was  spreading  in  some  of  the  big 
cities.  All  the  authorities  in  the  area  agreed  to  offer  free  vaccination  to  their  staffs.  100  persons  were  vacci¬ 
nated  : 


Newport  U.D.C. 

15 

Oakengates  U.D.C. 

12 

Wellington  U.D.C. 

23 

Shifnal  R.D.C . 

16 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

18 

East  Shropshire  Water  Board 

14 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  value  of  this  in  cutting  down  absenteeism  has  not  been  assessed. 

Measles  is  still  the  commonest  disease  notified,  but  measles  vaccine  is  now  offered  to  all  infants  in  the 
county  and  the  effect  of  this  should  be  apparent  in  the  next  few  years. 

Tuberculosis,  although  not  the  serious  problem  it  was,  is  still  with  us  and  is  emphasised  by  a  further 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  to  eighteen,  which  is  very  disappointing  after  the  all  time  low  in  1966. 
Fortunately,  six  of  the  cases  were  of  the  non-respiratory  type  which  are  not  generally  infectious.  The  two 
deaths  were  both  of  old  people  who  probably  contracted  the  infection  many  years  ago. 


Infective  Hepatitis,  the  commonest  cause  of  jaundice,  gave  rise  to  an  outbreak  centred  on  a  primary 
school  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  October  and  November,  scattered  cases  occurred  throughout  the 
Districts,  then  during  the  last  week  in  November  six  cases  were  reported  in  a  few  days  from  Queenswood 
Primary  School  at  Ketley  Bank.  Hygiene  precautions  were  stepped  up  but  the  number  of  cases  increased 
rapidly  and  by  the  end  of  the  term,  thirty-seven  cases  had  occurred.  The  school  was  thoroughly  disinfected 
during  the  Christmas  holiday  but  cases  continued  to  occur  in  the  new  term.  It  was  clear  that  drastic  action 
was  necessary.  The  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  was  able  to  obtain  a  supply  of  gamma-globulin  and 
on  January  21st  all  remaining  children  in  the  school  were  given  a  protective  injection.  This  procedure  was 
dramatically  effective,  no  further  cases  occurred  amongst  the  children  although  a  few  more  cases  occurred  in 
older  children  and  adults  in  the  area. 


Influenza.  The  arrival  of  a  new  strain  of  influenza  virus  (A2/Hong  Kong/68)  in  this  country,  caused 
some  public  alarm.  In  January,  1969,  cases  of  a  febrile  upper  respiratory  infection  with  symptoms  suggestive 
of  influenza  occurred  throughout  the  districts  but  on  examination  of  throat  swabs  this  proved  to  be  due  to 
a  strain  of  Coxsaccie  Virus.  Later,  however,  the  new  strain  of  Influenza  Virus  was  detected  at  a  local  private 
residential  school.  Some  twenty  cases  had  occurred  when  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  school  advised  closure. 
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Zoonosis.  The  disastrous  epidemic  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  which  affected  many  herds  of  cattle  in 
this  area,  has  stimulated  interest  in  animal  health,  a  subject  which  needs  much  more  attention,  not  only  for 
economic  reasons,  but  because  of  its  impact  on  human  health.  Diseases  caught  by  human  beings  from 
animals  are  referred  to  as  Zoonosis.  One  proven  case  of  human  brucellosis  occurred  in  the  district  and 
because  of  the  great  difficulty  of  diagnosis  in  these  cases,  other  cases  may  have  occurred.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  there  are  at  least  three  thousand  human  sufferers  in  the  country  and  the  infection  always  comes  from 
infected  cattle.  The  introduction  of  the  voluntary  eradication  scheme  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  during 
the  year  is  therefore  very  welcome.  At  the  present  time  pasteurisation  of  milk  supplies  provides  protection 
against  spread  of  infection  by  milk,  but  regulations  concerning  cream  are  far  from  adequate. 

Salmonellosis.  It  is  not  sufficiently  realised  the  salmonella  infection  is  common  amongst  cattle  and 
poultry  and  is  particularly  likely  to  spread  amongst  them  under  the  conditions  in  which  they  are  handled 
just  prior  to  slaughter.  In  consequence  a  high  proportion  of  carcase  meat  in  butchers’  shops  is  infected. 
This  in  itself  matters  little  as  ordinary  cooking  quickly  kills  the  infection.  More  dangerous,  however,  is  the 
possibility  of  contamination  in  the  shop  or  kitchen  of  other  products  which  are  not  cooked  before  con¬ 
sumption.  The  routine  use  of  antibiotics  by  stock  rearers  has  intensified  the  danger  of  infection  from  animal 
to  man  because  the  majority  of  these  infections  are  now  resistant  to  treatment  by  antibiotics.  Artificially  reared 
chickens  are  particularly  dangerous  in  this  respect.  Two  examples  of  this  occurred  in  Wellington  Rural 
District  during  the  year.  In  April  a  farmer  received  a  consignment  of  1,500  chicks,  several  of  which  died 
within  a  few  days.  After  a  short  time  the  farmer  and  his  family  became  ill  with  gastro-enteritis.  Bacteriological 
investigations  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  veterinary  staff  and  ourselves  revealed  the  presence  of  Salmonella 
Enteritis  and  Escherichia  Coli  026  in  both  animals  and  humans.  All  the  poultry  stock  was  destroyed  but  it 
needed  three  thorough  cleansing  and  disinfection  operations  before  the  infection  was  eliminated  from  the 
poultry  houses.  In  August  we  were  notified  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Veterinary  staff  that  several  calves 
had  died  as  a  result  of  infection  with  Salmonella  Dublin.  On  visiting  the  farm,  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
found  a  child  ill  with  gastro-enteritis  and  this  was  confirmed  as  being  due  to  the  same  organism. 

Another  possible  source  of  infection  is  to  be  found  in  animal  feeding  stuffs  and  organic  fertilizers. 
These  should  never  be  stored  near  human  food  and  persons  handling  them  should  always  wash  their  hands 
and,  if  necessary,  change  their  clothes  afterwards. 

Other  diseases  which  can  be  caught  from  animals  include  scabies,  ringworm  and  worm  infestations. 
Also  rare  diseases  like  toxocariasis,  ornithosis,  leptospirosis,  hydatid  disease,  toxoplasmosis,  Q  fever  and 
anthrax.  Rabies  fortunately  has  not  occurred  in  this  county  for  many  years,  thanks  to  quarantine  regulations. 


The  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1968,  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1968. 
These  strengthen  and  consolidate  the  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  the  control  of  infectious 
diseases. 

The  list  of  infectious  diseases  was  also  revised  in  the  light  of  the  changing  pattern  of  diseases  and  modern 
knowledge. 


The  diseases  now  notifiable  are : 

Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  meningitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 

Dysentery  (amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Infective  jaundice 

Leprosy 

Leptospirosis 

Malaria 

Measles 


Opthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  fever 
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The  Public  Health  (Infective  Jaundice)  Regulations,  1968,  came  into  operation  on  15th  June,  1968.  They 
make  Jaundice  caused  by  any  infection  notifiable.  The  common  disease  which  this  term  covers  is  Infective 
Hepatitis ,  caused  by  a  virus  which  spreads  from  the  bowels  of  sufferers  by  means  of  hands,  food,  drink  and 
flies. 

The  infection  often  spreads  in  a  family  and  although  the  milder  cases  may  not  become  jaundiced  they 
can  nevertheless  pass  on  the  infection.  The  disease  has  a  long  incubation  period  of  three  to  six  weeks  so 
that  the  spread  of  the  infection  is  difficult  to  trace. 

Another  form  of  jaundice  is  caused  by  a  virus  of  Homologous  Serum  Jaundice ,  this  is  spread  by  insuffici¬ 
ently  sterilised  hypodermic  syringes.  The  introduction  of  disposable  plastic  syringes  for  mass  inoculations 
should  abolish  this  disease  over  the  next  few  years.  The  other  common  cause  of  Jaundice  is  Weil's  Disease 
which  is  spread  by  rats  and  generally  only  affects  those  who  work  in  rat  infested  places. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  SECTION  47 

During  the  year  I  was  called  upon  eight  times  to  arrange  for  old  people  to  be  compulsorily  removed 
from  their  homes  because  they  were  very  ill  and  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  be  properly  cared  for  at  home, 
they  having  refused  to  go  to  hospital. 

In  the  case  of  three  women  and  one  man  a  Magistrate’s  Order  was  obtained  and  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  took  place.  In  the  other  cases,  either  consent  to  removal  was  finally  obtained  or  some  other  action  taken. 
Most  of  these  cases  had  refused  help  from  home  help,  district  nurse  or  relatives  for  a  long  period  before 
reaching  the  desperate  state  in  which  I  found  them.  My  task  would  have  been  far  less  distressing  if  I  had 
the  power  to  go  in  at  an  earlier  stage  of  their  illness  and  arrange  for  them  to  have  help  in  their  own  home. 
Compulsory  help  in  the  home  would  I  feel  be  less  distressing  to  them  than  compulsory  removal  from  it. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water 

The  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  public  water  supplies  in  the  whole  area  except 
for  a  part  of  Shifnal  Rural  District  which  is  supplied  by  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Frank  Earnshaw,  Engineer  to  the  Board  for  the  following  report: 


“  (a)  Water  supplies  in  your  districts  have  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  standard  throughout  the  year. 
Bacteriological  analyses  have  been  carried  out  weekly,  at  all  source  works,  the  results  of  which  are 
set  out  in  the  table  below: 


Source 

Newport  . . 

Shifnal 

Lilleshall 

Woodfield 

Sheriffhales 


Satisfactory 

47 

48 

48 

49 

50 


Unsatisfactory 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total  Taken 

47 

48 

48 

49 

50 


( b )  No  action  was  required  to  deal  with  any  form  of  contamination. 


(c) 


1  have  no  details  regarding  the  population  supplied  in  each  parish,  but  estimates  for  each  district 
council  within  your  district  are  set  out  below: 

Population  supplied 

Total  Population  direct  by  Board 


Newport  U.D.  ..  26,670  25,170 

Oakengates  U.D.  ..  15,790  15,790 

Wellington  U.D.  ..  16,630  16,630 

Shifnal  R.D .  8,678  7,560 

Wellington  R.D.  ..  26,670  25,170 


Standpipes  are  not  utilised  for  domestic  supplies  within  your  district. 

(d)  The  fluoride  content  of  all  water  supplied  is  less  than  0.2  p.p.m. 

Problems  of  high  lead  content  have  been  limited  to  a  few  houses  in  the  Wellington/Oakengates  area 
which  were  identified  during  a  survey  utilising  water  which  had  been  standing  overnight  in  lead  service  pipes. 
In  these  cases  occupants  were  warned  to  run  the  tap  for  a  few  minutes  each  morning  before  drawing  water 
for  drinking  purposes. 
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An  improvement  in  the  chemical  characteristics  of  the  Wellington  supplies  has  been  achieved  by  the 
use  of  scavenger  pumps  in  two  of  the  Woodfield  station  boreholes.  These  pumps  have  been  fixed  at  levels 
below  the  main  abstraction  so  as  to  evacuate  the  saline  water  entering  through  fissures  in  the  lower  parts 
of  the  borehole  before  it  has  an  opportunity  to  mix  with  the  “fresh”  water  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  borehole. 
This  technique  has  reduced  the  salinity  values  and  has  also  reduced  the  hardness  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
analysis  attached  when  compared  with  last  year’s  analysis”. 


Chemical  Content 


pH . 

Wellington 
( Woodfield) 

Oakengates 
( Sheriffhales ) 

Donnington 
(Lille  shall) 

Daw  ley  and 
Shifnal  ( Shifnal ) 

Madeley 

(Beckbury) 

7.3 

7.2 

7.1 

7.1 

7.5 

Chloride  (Cl) 

160 

21 

29 

24 

56 

Ammonia  Free  and  Saline 

0.009 

0.01 

0.37 

0.01 

0.035 

Ammonia  Albuminoid  (n) 

0.01 

0.02 

0.27 

0.01 

0.028 

Nitrate  (N) 

1 .0 

2.5 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

Nitrite  (N)  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Less  than 
0.04 

Total  Solids 

579 

355 

374 

358 

372 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Alkalinity  (Ca  C03) 

250 

180 

210 

190 

215 

Total  Hardness  (CaC03) 

316 

265 

274 

268 

192 

Calcium  (CaC03) 

255 

255 

247 

250 

157 

Fluoride  (F) 

Less  than 

0.1 

_ 

Less  than 

0.2 

Less  than 

0.2 

Less  than 

0.1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

22 

18.5 

11.9 

11 

7.9 

Iron  (Fe) 

0.01 

0.7 

0.3 

0.7 

0.05 

Copper 

0.09 

0.01 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Lead  (Pb)  . . 

0.04 

0.01 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Manganese  (mn)  .  . 

Less  than 
0.01 

Less  than 
0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.014 

Mr.  N.  C.  Johnson,  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking, 
reports  as  follows: 

“ Section  One: 

(a)  The  water  supplied  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  (i)  quality  and  (ii)  quantity. 

( b )  No  instances  of  contamination  occurred. 

(c)  (i)  Population  supplied  by  piped  supplies  (June,  1968): 

Estimated  Estimated 

Number  of  blouses  Population 

Shifnal  Rural  District  . .  2,004  8,078 

(ii)  There  are  no  supplies  to  standpipes. 

(d)  No  artificial  fluoridation  of  the  supply  is  carried  out.  Natural  fluoride  content  at  any  point  within 
the  supply  area  will  fall  within  the  range  0.04 — 0.18  p.p.rn.  (as  F). 
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Section  Two: 

(a)  Number  of  samples  examined: 


Bacteriological 

2,627 

Microbiological 

13 

Biological 

224 

Chemical 

1,228 

Radiological  .  . 

1 

4,093 

Results: 

(i)  Bacteriological: 


Number 
of  Samples 

Number  of  Samples  containing 

0  1—2  3—10  Over  10 

Coliform  organisms  per  ml. 

Water  before  and  during  treatment  . . 

947 

870 

5 

7 

65* 

Water  going  into  distribution 

853 

843 

7 

2 

1 

Water  in  distribution  system  . . 

527 

503 

15 

7 

2 

Miscellaneous  samples 

300 

— 

_ 

— 

| 

*53  River  Worfe  raw  water. 

These  results  conform  to  a  satisfactory  standard  of  quality. 


(ii)  Chemical: 

Water  supplied  in  the  Shifnal  Rural  District  came  from  the  works  at  Cosford. 

Treatment  of  the  River  Worfe  at  Cosford,  consists  of  prechlorination  coagulation  with  aluminium 
sulphate,  sedimentation,  rapid  gravity  filtration  and  super  chlorination  and  partial  dechlorination. 
The  waters  supplied  are  not  plumbo-solvent,  as  indicated  in  a  survey  carried  out  in  1967. 

The  Undertaking’s  advice  to  consumers  has  always  been  (1)  never  use  the  hot  water  for  culinary 
or  drinking  purposes  and  (2)  allow  the  cold  tap  to  run  for  ten  seconds  before  use  first  thing  in 
the  morning.  The  recent  surveys  re-affirm  these  views. 

(iii)  Biological: 

(a)  Microbiology: 

The  use  of  membrane  filtration  followed  by  incubation  on  Rose  Bengal  Agar  is  still  proving 
a  most  useful  tool  in  the  isolation  of  taste-producing  micro  fungi. 

(/>)  Algology: 

Routine  counts  on  the  River  Worfe,  Cosford  delivery  main  and  the  Tettenhall  Reservoirs 
continued  throughout  the  year.  A  comparison  of  counts  concentrated  by  centrifuging  the 
membrane  filtration  indicated  that  the  latter  method  gave  consistently  higher  results.  Con¬ 
sequently  this  method  was  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  June,  and  has  continued  since. 
Growth  peaks  were  recorded  in  June  and  August.  In  the  River  Worfe,  the  major  constituents 
of  these  peaks  were  the  cyclic  diatoms  (Cyclotella,  Stephanodiscus,  Melosira),  and  the  August 
peak,  which  included  numerous  green  unicellular  types,  greatly  exceed  the  June  one.  In  the 
reservoirs,  the  major  contributor  was  the  green  unicellular  alga  Characium.  The  two  peaks 
tended  to  be  more  equal,  with  the  June  one  slightly  exceeding  the  other. 
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(c)  Distribution  System: 

A  report  from  a  consumer  of  the  presence  of  small  ‘worms’  in  the  backflushings  from  his 
water  softener  was  investigated.  These  were  found  to  be  Nais,  small  aquatic  oligochaetes, 
which  are  not  infrequent  inhabitants  of  water  derived  from  surface  sources.  They  have  no 
sanitary  significance  but  are  aesthetically  objectionable. 

A  survey  of  the  area  concerned  revealed  their  presence  at  five  of  the  twenty-three  points  sampled 
Flushing  was  carried  out  at  these  points,  and  later  samples  revealed  their  complete  absence 
at  one  location  and  a  considerable  reduction  in  numbers  at  the  other  points. 

A  continuing  investigation  is  being  carried  on  into  1969. 

(iv)  Radiological: 

The  counts  being  recorded  since  the  Test  Ban  Treaty  were  so  low  as  to  make  monthly  concen¬ 
trations  insufficient  for  meaningful  results.  Quarterly  concentration  was  instituted,  but  only  one 
count  was  carried  out  because  of  instrument  difficulties”. 

Chemical  Content 

Results  in  milligrams  per  litre  ( parts  per  million)  unless  stated  otherwise. 

Source  of  Supply — Cosford  Waterworks. 


Total  Hardness  (as  CaCO 3) 


Milligrams / litre 


Degrees  Clark 


Total 
Alkalinity 
(as  CaCOT) 


Sodium 
(as  Na) 


Chloride 
(as  Cl) 


Total 

Dissolved 

Solids 


Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

Min. 

Av. 

Max. 

234 

258 

280 

17 

18 

1  20 

115 

146 

154 

22 

23 

21 

34 

46 

48 

310 

392 

547 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  the  local  water  having  the  property  of  taking  up  lead  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances,  persons  living  in  houses  with  old  fashioned  lead  plumbing  are  strongly  advised  to  always  run  off 
some  water  before  using  it  for  drinking  purposes,  especially  after  the  supply  has  not  been  used  for  some  time 
—such  as  first  thing  in  the  morning. 

Analysis  of  the  local  water  supplies  indicate  that  the  average  level  of  fluoride  in  the  water  is  under 
0.2  p.p.m.  The  County  Council  has  asked  the  Water  Board  to  adjust  this  to  the  optimum  level  of  1  p.p.m. 
in  order  to  reduce  the  amount  of  dental  caries.  The  multiplicity  of  small  sources  which  are  at  present  being 
used  make  this  difficult  to  achieve  at  the  present  time.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  when  new  work  is 
carried  out  this  important  matter  will  receive  attention. 

All  persons  employed  on  outside  work  by  the  Water  Board  are  examined  on  appointment  to  ensure 
that  they  are  not  carriers  of  enteric  diseases. 

An  analysis  of  water  samples  taken  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  districts  are  given  below: 


Public  Supply 

Private  Supplies 

Swimming  Baths 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Newport  U.D.  . . 

12 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oakengates  U.D. 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wellington  U.D. 

32 

0 

0 

0 

27 

4 

Shifnal  R.D. 

20 

1 

22 

22 

27 

14 

Wellington  R.D. 

16 

1 

26 

34 

15 

3 

These  figures  indicate  that  in  the  rural  districts  there  are  many  private  water  supplies  that  are  far  from 
satisfactory. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  extending  public  water  supplies  but  further  extensions  are 
still  urgently  needed  in  some  areas. 
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Housing 

Waiting  lists  for  the  tenancy  of  council  houses  continue  to  be  long  in  spite  of  the  considerable  amount 
of  building  which  has  taken  place  in  all  districts.  However,  generally  speaking,  it  is  now  possible  to  obtain 
rehousing  where  there  is  urgent  need  for  reasons  of  health.  In  Wellington  and  Oakengates  the  war  time 
“Prefabs”  are  being  replaced  with  modern  bungalows  and  progress  has  been  made  with  the  modernisation 
of  the  older  council  houses.  A  group  dwelling  scheme  of  twenty  bungalows  with  communal  services  and 
warden  has  been  completed  in  Wellington  and  schemes  are  under  construction  in  Albrighton  and  Shifnal. 

Typical  of  the  reports  I  have  received  from  housing  managers  regarding  provision  for  the  needs  of  aged 
and  handicapped  persons  is  that  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Clayphan,  F.I.H.M.,  A.R.S.H.,  from  which  I  quote  below. 

“The  provision  made  for  aged  persons  by  my  Council,  to  date,  can  be  classified  as  follows: 

Pensioners’  Bungalows  . .  . .  . .  204 

Pensioners’ Flats  ..  ..  ..  ..  115 

Dwellings  with  Wardens’  Service  . .  103 

of  these  some  fourteen  have  been  expressly  built  to  accommodate  wheelchair  cases. 

Special  adaptations  have  been  carried  out  in  a  number  of  the  Council’s  properties  for  handicapped  persons 
with  families  requiring  other  than  one  or  two  bedroomed  accommodation,  by  the  provision  of  ramps, 
widening  of  doorways,  fixing  of  wall  support  points,  handrails,  etc.,  two  of  these  having  been  dealt  with 
during  the  last  twelve  months.  A  number  of  partially  handicapped  tenants  have  been  assisted  by  the  provision 
of  additional  handrails  on  stairs,  etc. 

With  regard  to  comment  on  housing  policy,  with  a  recently  reviewed  housing  list  comprising  some  1,800 
live  applications  from  families  with  housing  need,  many  of  whom  while  residing  outside  are  employed  within 
my  Council’s  area,  coupled  with  recent  increases  in  mortgage  rates  of  interest,  which  seems  to  be  having  an 
effect  on  the  demand  for  local  authority  housing,  there  is  no  doubt  that  building  for  general  need  must 
continue  in  this  area  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  increasing  age  of  the  population  also  requires  special  consideration  to  be  given  to  provision  for 
pensioners.  There  is  no  doubt  that  ideally  these  should  be  as  one  and  two  bedroomed  bungalows  in  small 
groups  near  to  all  amenities  and  being  part  of  the  community  at  large.  In  my  opinion  all  such  provision 
for  old  people  should  be  central  heated  and  where  possible  with  the  cost  of  such  heating  being  borne  by  the 
local  authority  and  charged  to  the  occupant  as  a  part  of  the  weekly  rent  charge.  The  need  for  an  increasing 
number  of  this  type  of  unit  often  leads  to  development  on  the  perimeter  of  existing  settlements,  this  can 
provide  difficulty  for  the  old  people  in  the  lack  of  amenities  and  I  feel  that  more  consideration  should  be 
given  to  providing  small  groups  as  infilling  in  existing  communities.  Flats  are  not  generally  very  popular  with 
pensioner  tenants  and  where  provided  warrant  special  attention  to  overcome  this. 

The  increasing  provision  of  aged  persons’  dwellings  with  wardens’  service  are  fulfilling  a  very  useful 
function  in  permitting  pensioners  to  remain  independent  for  longer  than  would  otherwise  be  possible,  however, 
great  care  should  be  taken  to  see  that  these  are  not  used  as  old  people’s  homes,  encroaching  upon  the 
responsibility  of  the  Welfare  authority”. 


Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  position  in  the  area  is  far  from  satisfactory.  Several  sewers  overflow  following  heavy  rain,  causing 
a  constant  threat  to  health.  This  is  particularly  so  in  Wellington  Rural  District. 

New  sewage  disposal  works  are  needed  in  Wellington  Urban  and  Rural  and  Shifnal  Rural  districts  where 
further  housing  development  is  being  held  up  by  the  fact  that  works  are  already  overloaded. 

The  situation  in  Oakengates  is  satisfactory,  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  having  proved  very  satisfactory. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Peter  Ward,  M.I.S.P.,  A.M.P.H.E.,  of  the  Joint  Chemist  Committee,  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  report: 

“The  main  influence  on  sewage  treatment  in  the  area  during  1968  has  been  the  formation  of  Telford 
and  the  likely  effect  of  drainage  of  New  Town  development  in  the  Northern  watershed. 

Delays  in  implementing  permanent  sewerage  and  sewage  treatment  schemes  are  inevitable  as  the  detail 
and  schedule  of  housing  is  not  yet  available. 
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The  quality  of  most  of  the  sewage  works  discharges  in  the  area  do  not  give  cause  for  concern.  Temporary 
treatment  works  are  proposed  to  improve  the  few  unsatisfactory  units  prior  to  the  construction  of  the  area 
main  plant”. 

The  continued  delay  in  starting  the  Rushmoor  Joint  Sewage  Works  is  now  becoming  serious.  Several 
of  the  works  which  would  be  replaced  by  this  scheme  are  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  to  a 
satisfactory  standard. 

N.B. — The  work  of  the  Central  Laboratory  does  not  include  Oakengates  U.D.C. 


Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal 

The  experiments  with  the  paper  sack  method  having  proved  successful,  it  is  hoped  that  this  method  will 
become  universal  in  the  near  future.  It  is  the  only  really  hygienic  method  and  can  completely  eliminate 
danger  to  health  from  flies  and  dust. 

As  is  the  experience  in  most  parts  of  the  country,  facilities  for  tipping  are  proving  more  difficult  to  find 
and  the  building  of  a  central  disposal  plant  is  being  discussed.  This  matter  may  become  urgent  in  the  next 
few  years  if  action  is  not  taken  soon.  Tipping  as  at  present  carried  out  gives  rise  to  a  grave  risk  of  fly  breeding 
on  an  extensive  scale  and  fires  are  a  frequent  source  of  nuisance. 


Occupational  Health 

All  persons  employed  by  the  local  authorities  have  a  medical  check  on  appointment  to  ensure  fitness 
for  their  proposed  occupation. 

Twenty-five  medical  reports  were  received  and  ten  medical  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Persons  employed  by  the  Water  Board  were  also  given  a  blood  examination  to  ensure  that  they  did  not 
carry  enteric  fever. 

With  the  report  of  the  entry  into  this  country  of  the  A2/Hong  Kong/68  influenza  virus,  100  doses  of 
monovalant  vaccine  was  obtained  and  key  staff  employed  by  Local  Authorities  protected  against  the  disease. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  the  conditions  in  factories,  so  far  as  the 
very  limited  responsibility  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  are  concerned,  was  very  satisfactory.  Inspections  under 
the  Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises  Act  continues  to  occupy  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors — these  visits  are  at  this  stage  largely  educative  and  therefore  time  consuming.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  premises  of  the  local  authorities  themselves  which  have  been  inspected  by  the  local  Inspector 
of  Factories  have  nearly  all  needed  improvements,  sometimes  quite  extensive. 


Public  Mortuary 

The  only  public  mortuary  in  the  area  where  it  is  possible  to  carry  out  post  mortem  examinations  is  that 
provided  by  the  Wellington  Rural  District  Council  at  Donnington  and  even  in  this  conditions  are  not  ideal. 
Also  there  is  not  sufficient  accommodation  there  for  the  whole  of  the  area. 

Plans  have  now  been  approved  for  providing  a  modern  building  for  joint  use  within  the  curtilage  of 
the  Wrekin  Hospital. 


Noise  Abatement 

Several  complaints  about  noise  were  received  during  the  year.  The  noise  eminated  from  such  diverse 
sources  as  an  iron  foundry,  road  transport  depot,  slaughter  house,  refrigeration  plant,  concrete  mixer  and 
the  use  of  pneumatic  drills.  The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  states  that  a  noise  or  vibration  which  is  a 
nuisance  shall  be  treated  as  a  statutory  nuisance  unless,  in  the  case  of  a  trade  or  business,  the  best  practical 
means  have  been  used  for  preventing  or  counteracting  the  noise. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  lay  down  standards  of  tolerance  in  terms  of  decibels  but  the  nature  of  the 
noise  and  the  sensitivity  of  the  persons  are  so  variable  that  such  a  figure  can  be  no  more  than  a  rough  guide. 
Injury  to  the  ears  sufficient  to  cause  deafness  is  only  caused  by  prolonged  exposure  to  very  loud  noise  but 
in  some  circumstances  noise  can  cause  nervous  tension  which  may  be  detrimental  to  health.  In  some  of  the 
cases  mentioned  Mr.  Paulett,  audiologist,  employed  by  the  County  Council,  was  a  considerable  assistance 
to  us. 
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Oakengates  Council  have  now  agreed  to  the  purchase  of  a  sound  meter — this  will  be  useful  in  the 
measurement  of  the  effectiveness  of  measures  taken  to  reduce  noises  complained  of.  In  all  the  cases  mentioned 
the  organisation  concerned  were  very  co-operative  and  in  some  cases  a  considerable  improvement  was 
achieved.  It  is  unrealistic  to  expect  heavy  industry  to  be  carried  on  in  a  residential  area  without  some  nuisance 
and  one  can  but  hope  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Planning  Act  will  correct  this  in  due  course.  One  case 
was  due  to  a  failure  of  planning  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  lesson  has  been  learnt  from  this. 

Lastly  I  would  mention  the  frequent  complaint  of  the  noise  made  by  pneumatic  drills.  Contractors  do 
fit  muffs  to  drills  if  pressed,  but  the  compressor  motors  themselves  often  cause  considerable  noise  if  badly 
maintained.  The  enforcement  of  agreed  standards  for  the  limitation  of  noise  in  this  type  of  equipment  during 
design  and  manufacture  is  the  only  way  of  containing  this  widespread  nuisance.  Local  enforcement  is  very 
time  consuming  for  the  Public  Health  Staff. 

Rodent  Control 

The  North  East  Salop  Joint  Pest  Control  Committee  has  been  in  existence  since  December,  1949. 
It  was  formed  to  administer  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  on  behalf  of 
the  constituent  authorities. 

The  Scheme  has  operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  number  of  operatives  has  been  reduced 
from  three  to  two.  This  has  been  made  possible  without  any  reduction  in  efficiency  by  streamlining  our 
methods  of  work  and  introducing  an  incentive  overtime  payment  for  the  two  men  who  have  taken  on 
additional  work. 

The  foot  and  mouth  disease  epidemic  was  not  eradicated  until  25th  June,  1968.  During  the  epidemic 
it  was  important  to  keep  down  the  rat  population  as  much  as  possible,  but  this  was  made  more  difficult 
because  our  movements  were  severely  restricted.  We  had  to  operate  a  self-help  service  to  many  of  our 
Contractees,  delivering  material,  and  instructions  for  use,  to  pre-arranged  points. 

At  infected  premises.  Pest  Officers  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  carried  out 
poison  treatment  for  rats.  The  poison  used  by  the  Ministry  was  coumatetralyl.  We  have  also  been  using 
coumatetralyl  for  the  first  time  this  year.  It  is  a  new  poison  of  the  warfarin  type  which  is  still  relatively  safe, 
although  stronger  than  warfarin.  Time  can  be  saved  by  using  it  on  certain  types  of  premises,  particularly 
where  there  are  no  farm  animals. 

This  poison  is  also  said  to  be  effective  with  some  strains  of  warfarin-resistant  rats.  Fortunately,  no 
trouble  with  resistance  has  been  discovered  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Joint  Scheme.  The  resistant  rats  are 
still  being  contained  in  Montgomeryshire  and  the  border  country  in  the  West  of  Shropshire. 
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NEWPORT  (Salop)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman:  Mr.  K.  Reynolds 


Mr.  R.  J.  Butter 
Mr.  D.  R.  B.  Adams 
Mr.  A.  W.  Harding 
Mr.  D.  H.  Jones 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Sandiford 
Mr.  D.  T.  Wilbraham 
Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson 
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Mr.  J.  R.  Barrett 
Mr.  C.  E.  Vavasour 
Mrs.  I.  E.  Stephens 
Mr.  L.  G.  Boniface 
Mr.  F.  B.  Jackson 
Mr.  M.  F.  Miles 


to  December,  1968) 

) 

Up  to  July,  1968 

) 

) 

From  October,  1968 


Mr.  K.  Griffiths  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports: 

I  present  herewith  a  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  past  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  have  maintained  the  towns  water  supply  throughout  the  year  with 
little  trouble,  new  mains  have  been  laid  in  the  town  in  order  that  the  increasing  demands  upon  the  service 
caused  by  the  large  new  housing  developments  may  be  met.  Routine  sampling  has  been  carried  out  and  of 
21  samples  taken  two  were  slightly  below  standard  both  were  taken  from  relatively  new  mains  on  new 
estates  and  in  both  cases  a  re-sample  was  rated  “highly  satisfactory”.  All  new  properties  erected  were 
connected  to  the  public  mains  and  the  only  property  within  the  Urban  District  not  so  connected  is  an  isolated 
farm  supplied  from  its  own  well.  Chemical  analysis  of  the  town’s  supply  revealed  a  fluoride  content  of  less 
than  0.2  parts  per  million. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  at  Broomfield  Road  have  continued  to  serve  the  Urban  District 
and  also  to  accept  sewage  from  some  266  dwellings  in  Wellington  Rural  District.  The  scheme  for  the  extension 
of  the  works,  incorporating  the  installation  of  a  sludge  concentrator,  is  now  at  an  advanced  stage.  It  is  hoped 
that  this,  together  with  the  proposed  new  trunk  sewer  along  the  Strine  Valley,  which  will  serve  much  of 
the  land  scheduled  for  housing  development,  will  be  commenced  early  in  1970. 

The  Vineyard  Road  sewage  pump  has  continued  to  function  efficiently  and  neither  of  the  other  two 
pumps  which  are  to  serve  new  developments  is  yet  in  commission. 

There  are,  as  last  year,  14  houses  not  connected  to  the  main  sewer,  of  these  10  have  satisfactory  private 
disposal  plants,  septic  tanks,  and  plans  have  been  submitted  for  the  construction  of  a  septic  tank  at  one 
of  the  four  remaining  houses.  The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  properties  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  A  scheme 
of  collection  of  trade  refuse  on  a  chargeable  basis  has  been  devised  and  is  to  be  put  into  operation  as  from 
1st  January,  1969.  No  doubt  there  will  be  “teething  troubles”  in  the  implementation  of  this  scheme  but  the 
overall  effect  should  be  beneficial  both  from  the  financial  viewpoint  and  the  side  effect  of  reducing  the  quantity 
of  trade  refuse  to  be  collected.  The  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  fore  and  aft  tipper  which  has  been  in  use  since  late 
1960  presents  ever  increasing  problems  of  maintenance  and  can  fairly  be  said  to  be  approaching  the  “twilight 
of  its  career”.  It  is  hoped  that  by  making  arrangements  for  regular  inspection  of  the  vehicle  it  may  be  kept 
in  service  for  another  two  years. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Vineyard  Road  has  been  the  cause  of  some  concern  due  to  the  lack  of  control 
with  which  it  has  hitherto  been  run.  It  is  hoped  that  during  1969  it  will  be  possible  to  purchase  the  necessary 
mechanical  equipment  to  run  the  tip  on  fully  controlled  lines. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

Regular  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  carried  out  and  little  trouble  has  been  experienced  in 
maintaining  good  hygienic  standards.  Shop  owners  have  shown  themselves  to  be  co-operative  in  the  matter 
of  remedying  such  contraventions  of  Regulations  as  have  been  discovered  and  no  legal  action  has  been 
necessary.  The  modern  tendency  to  large  “supermarket”  types  of  foodshops  is  apparent  in  proposals  for 
the  future  development  of  food  shops  in  the  town.  This  type  of  food  retailing  brings  with  it  its  own  peculiar 
species  of  food  hygiene  problems.  These,  however,  are  counteracted  by  the  decrease  in  the  quantities  of 
open  food  handled,  pre-packed  goods  being  the  “order  of  the  day”. 

The  Newport  Market  is  inspected  regularly  and  a  satisfactory  level  of  hygiene  has  been  maintained. 
Considerable  improvements  in  the  system  of  storage  of  market  refuse,  with  its  high  content  of  putrescible 
matter,  have  been  achieved  during  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 

The  Salop  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  sampling  under  these  Acts.  Details  of 
samples  taken  are  in  Detail  No.  2.  Other  foods  condemned  are  listed  in  Detail  No.  3. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  investigate  a  number  of  complaints  of  foreign  matter  in  foodstuffs,  purchased 
from  local  shops;  these  have  included  a  fly  in  minced  beef,  a  piece  of  paper  (veterinary  certificate)  in  a  tin 
of  beef  stew  and  pieces  of  charred  dough  in  a  freshly  baked  loaf.  Satisfactory  explanations  and  promises  of 
preventative  action  were  elicited  from  the  manufacturers  in  all  these  cases  and  formal  action  was  not 
recommended. 

MEAT  INSPECTION,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKERS’  YARDS 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  Urban  District,  two  of  which  have  operated  regularly 
throughout  the  year,  the  third  having  recommenced  killing  only  in  the  last  month.  Notifications  of  slaughter 
have  been  1  calf,  361  pigs  and  469  sheep,  100%  inspection  has  been  carried  out  and  details  of  meat  condemned 
are  in  Detail  No.  4.  Once  again  the  low  condemnation  figures  indicate  the  high  quality  of  animal  used. 
There  are  no  Knackers’  Yards. 

HOUSING 

163  new  houses  were  completed  during  1968,  all  by  private  developers,  a  further  158  were  in  course  of 
erection  at  the  year  end,  1 1  houses  have  been  demolished  and  3  closed.  The  total  number  of  occupied  dwellings 
now  stands  at  2,126,  of  which  658  are  owned  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  population  of  Newport  as  at 
mid- 1968  was  6,250,  and  the  acreage  903  acres,  giving  a  density  of  6.9  persons  per  acre.  The  rateable  value 
of  the  Urban  District  is  £230,464  and  the  product  of  Id.  rate  £960  5s.  4d. 

Of  the  three  houses  closed,  two  were  converted  to  other  use  and  one  was  the  subject  of  a  closing  order 
made  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  during  the  year,  approval 
being  given  for  six  Standard  Grants  and  eleven  Disrectionary  Grants. 

GENERAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 
Pests  and  Vermin 

Rodent  control  is  carried  out  by  the  North  East  Salop  Joint  Pest  Control  Committee,  who  treat  on 
behalf  of  the  Urban  District  domestic  premises  free  of  charge,  commercial  premises  on  a  rechargeable  basis 
and  also  treat  ten  commercial  and  industrial  concerns  on  contract  terms. 

Insect  vermin  has  presented  no  problems,  the  occasional  infestation  of  garden  ants  during  the  summer 
being  the  only  ones  notified. 

CARAVANS 

There  is  now  only  one  licensed  site  involving  two  residential  caravans.  Satisfactory  services  are  provided. 
Atmospheric  Pollution 

There  is  no  serious  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  from  industrial  chimneys  in  the  town,  the  main  source 
of  air  pollution  being  from  domestic  smoke.  The  few  industrial  installations  have  mostly  been  operated  with 
the  minimum  emission,  contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations  being  none. 
Chimney  heights  for  all  new  plant  are  agreed,  prior  to  installation,  by  the  Department. 
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Pet  Shops  and  Riding  Establishments 

Two  shops  are  licensed  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951.  No  properties  are  licensed  under  the  Animal 
Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963,  and  there  are  no  riding  establishments. 

Public  Conveniences;  Street  Cleansing 

Vandalism  at  the  public  conveniences,  whilst  still  a  problem,  appears  to  have  abated  somewhat  during 
the  past  year.  Generally  the  two  sets  of  conveniences  are  maintained  to  a  satisfactory  standard. 

The  street  sweeping  service  which  is  operated  on  both  County  and  District  roads  has  continued  despite 
difficulties  caused  by  absenteeism  and  the  increasing  number  of  District  roads.  It  may  well  be  that  the  time 
is  near  when  mechanical  sweeping  equipment  is  needed  to  cope  with  the  extra  demands  on  this  service. 

Swimming  Baths 

In  addition  to  the  two  open-air  pools  at  the  Adams  Grammar  School  and  the  County  Junior  School 
the  new  indoor  pool,  built  by  the  Newport  Swimming  Pool  Trust  at  Victoria  Park  was  opened  in  the  Spring. 
As  predicted  this  has  proved  to  be  a  fine  addition  to  the  amenities  of  the  Urban  District  and  has  been  well 
used  by  schools  and  the  general  public,  both  from  the  town  and  the  surrounding  districts.  Sampling  of  the 
water  from  all  the  pools  has  been  carried  out  regularly  by  the  Salop  County  Council. 


OCCUPATIONAL  HEALTH 
Offices  and  Shops 

Premises  registered  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
totalled  137,  there  were  15  new  registrations  and  8  deletions  from  last  year’s  figure.  The  total  number  of 
visits  to  registered  premises  was  103.  Inspections  of  premises  have  not  progressed  as  quickly  as  was  hoped, 
27  initial  inspections  having  been  carried  out.  From  these,  62  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  discovered, 
a  high  proportion  of  these  having  now  been  remedied.  The  co-operation  of  owners  of  businesses  where 
contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  discovered  has  been  forthcoming  although  with  varying  degrees  of 
willingness.  The  general  pattern  being  that  those  shops  which  are  owned  by  multiple  groups  are  quickly 
brought  up  to  the  required  standard  whilst  private  businessmen  seem  to  be  less  aware  of  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  and  less  willing  to  spend  money  on  the  up-dating  of  their  premises,  particularly  those  parts  which 
are  not  generally  seen  by  the  customer.  It  has  not,  however,  been  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  under 
this  Act. 

Notifications  of  three  accidents  were  received;  these  were  investigated  and  informal  advice  given  to  the 
occupiers  of  the  premises  in  which  they  occurred.  All  three  accidents  were  of  a  minor  nature. 

Factories  Act 

36  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made  to  factory  premises  during  the  year. 

Health  Education 

A  number  of  lectures  on  Public  Health  subjects  have  been  given  to  both  Senior  and  Junior  Schools. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Complaints  of  noise  nuisance  have  been  few  in  number,  although  where  industrial  and  domestic  premises 
adjoin  alleged  nuisances  are  often  persistent  and  are  difficult  to  deal  with;  a  noise  which  may  constitute  a 
nuisance  during  certain  hours  of  the  night  or  at  weekends  may  well  be  perfectly  acceptable  during  normal 
working  hours  when  the  ambient  noise  level  is  much  higher.  Three  complaints  alleging  nuisance  from  noise 
were  received  during  the  year,  one  of  these  having  been  completely  eliminated  and  the  other  two  reduced  to 
tolerable  proportions  by  informal  consultations  with  the  owners  of  the  premises  concerned. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

1.  Manufacturers  Registered: 

(a)  Bakers 

( b )  Sausage  and  pie  makers  . . 

(c)  Ice-cream  makers 

(d)  Others 

2.  Distributors: 

(i a )  Butchers 
\b)  Bakers 

(c)  Grocers 

(d)  Fishmongers 

(e)  Greengrocers 

if)  Wholesale  depots  . . 

(g)  Mobile  shops 

(h)  Ice-cream  sellers  . . 

O')  Dairies 

(;)  Sweets 

3.  Markets: 

Market  stalls 

4.  Caterers: 

(a)  Cafes  and  restaurants 
lb)  Public  Houses,  Hotels,  etc. 

(c)  Canteens — industrial 

(d)  Canteens — School 

(e)  Fish  fryers 

(/)  Clubs  . 

5.  Slaughterhouses 

6.  Meat  Inspected 

7.  Meat  Condemned 

8.  Poultry  Inspected 

9.  Other  Foods  Condemned 

10.  Milk  . 

1 1 .  Complaints  re  Food 

12.  Prosecutions 

13.  Food  Poisoning  {cases  notified)  . 


YEAR  1968 


2 

6 

Nil 

Nil 


9 

8 

20 

3 
6 
1 
2 

20 

2 

4 


8 


6 

15 

2  -f  2  at  Hospital  and  Audley  House 
6 

2 

7 

3 

See  Detail  No.  4 
See  Detail  No.  4 

0 

See  Detail  No.  3 
See  Detail  No.  2 
3 
0 
1 


YEAR  1968 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 


Trade 

Number  of  premises 

Number  of  premises 
complying 
with  Reg.  16 

Number  of  premises 
to  which 

Reg.  19  applies 

Number  of  premises 
complying 
with  Reg.  19 

(a)  Butchers 

9 

9 

9 

9 

{b)  Bakers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

(c)  Grocers 

20 

20 

19 

19 

(d)  Fishmongers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

(e)  Greengrocers 

6 

6 

5 

5 

if)  Wholesale  Depots 

1 

1 

0 

0 

(g)  Mobile  Shops 

2 

2 

0 

0 

l h )  Ice  cream  sellers  . . 

20 

20 

0 

0 

O')  Dairies 

2 

2 

0 

0 

(;')  Sweets 

4 

4 

0 

0 

( k )  Market  Stalls 

8 

8 

5 

5 

(/)  Cafes  and  Restaurants 

6 

6 

6 

6 

(m)  Canteens 

10 

10 

10 

10 

(n)  Public  Houses,  Hotels 

15 

15 

15 

15 

(o)  Fish  Fryers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Ip)  Clubs 

7 

7 

7 

7 

(q)  Slaughterhouses  . . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  Urban  District. 
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YEAR  1968 


FOOD  SAMPLING  (SALOP  COUNTY  COUNCIL) 


1.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
(a)  Mdk: 

Pasteurised  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised  . .  3 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  .  .  . .  2 

Sterilised  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bulk  Milk,  ex  Farm  . .  . .  . .  8 


17 

All  the  above  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


( b )  Other  Foods  and  Drugs: 

Butter . 1 

Lard  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cake  Mix  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Multivitamin  Tablets  . .  . .  1 

Paymocil  Analgesic  Tablets  . .  1 

Starch  Reduced  Bread  . .  . .  1 


6 


All  the  above  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
2.  Milk  ( Special  Designation)  ( Specified  Area)  Order,  1957 


Samples 

Obtained 

Phosphatase 
Test  Passed 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Turbidity 

Test  Passed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

34 

34 

34 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 
Sterilised 

15 

2 

15 

14 

1 

2 

51 

A  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  dealer  concerned  in  respect  of  the  Methylene  Blue  failure. 


FOODS  CONDEMNED  YEAR  1968 


Cwts.  Lbs 

Meat  at  Slaughterhouses  . 

.  2 

81 

Canned  Meats 

.  —  17 

Other  Foods 

.  3 

2 

5  100 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Cattle 

Sheep 

( excluding 

Co  tt'.y 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows) 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

0 

0 

1 

469 

361 

Number  not  inspected 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cystercerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

3 

20 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Cystercerci: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority  . . 

34 

12 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises)  . . 

10 

10 

0 

0 

T  otal 

46 

22 

0 

0 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  , 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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OAKENGATES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE,  1968 


Chairman:  Mr.  C.  S.  Berryman,  J.P. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  J.  N.  Worrall 


Committee: 


Mr.  H.  R.  Bradshaw 
Mrs.  L.  I.  Butler 
Mr.  J.  H.  Davies,  J.P. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Davies 
Mr.  H.  R.  Gibbons 
Mrs.  E.  V.  Hickman 


Mr.  J.  A.  Hickman 
Mr.  D.  Nock 
Mr.  L.  Nock,  J.P. 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Scott 
Mr.  D.  N.  G.  Scott 
Mr.  F.  Wood 


Mr.  A.  H.  Johnstone,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  is  derived  from  deep  boreholes  at  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board’s  Hilton  Bank  and 
Sheriffhales  pumping  stations,  which  are  situated  near  the  village  of  Sheriffhales.  These  bores  are  sunk  into 
the  Bunter  sandstone  and  the  water  is  abstracted  by  submersible  pumps  which  pump  the  water  to  a  storage 
reservoir  at  Redhill.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  stations  and  regular  weekly  samples  have 
indicated  that  this  source  was  bacteriologically  satisfactory  at  all  times  during  the  year.  The  average  quantity 
pumped  daily  to  Redhill  was  approximately  1,050,000  gallons. 

From  Redhill  reservoir  mains  convey  the  water  direct  to  the  centre  of  Oakengates  and  via  subsidiary 
reservoirs  at  Snedshill  and  Cockshutt  to  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

5,831  houses  are  supplied  from  public  mains  direct  to  the  house. 

22  houses  are  supplied  from  public  mains  by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

Fluoride  is  not  added  to  the  water  supply  at  present. 

Various  water  samples  were  collected  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  they  were  all  “Highly  Satisfactory”. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  plant  opened  in  June,  1967,  is  designed  to  deal  with  sewage  for  a  population  of  16,000  but  capable, 
with  extension,  to  cope  with  a  capacity  of  24,000  population. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  refuse  service  continues  to  give  satisfaction  generally  to  the  residents,  few  criticisms  or  complaints 
have  arisen  during  the  year. 

Regarding  the  disposal  of  refuse,  several  meetings  have  been  held  between  the  authorities,  who  generally 
accept  the  principle  of  mechanical  disposal,  a  fact  finding  committee  at  officer  level  is  currently  investigating 
the  means,  cost  and  methods.  Some  thought  is  being  given  to  combining  the  plant  to  a  district  heating  scheme. 

It  is  clear  that  as  tipping  space  is  being  used,  the  problem  becomes  a  matter  of  some  urgency. 

CONSERVANCY  SYSTEM  OF  SEWAGE 

A  determined  effort  is  still  being  made  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible  the  pail  closets  and  privies.  Some 
improvements  have  been  achieved;  since  the  last  report  thirteen  conversions  have  been  made. 
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SALVAGE 


Salvage  continues  to  be  collected  in  trailers  drawn  behind  the  refuse  vehicles.  This  obviates  the  necessity 
of  dealing  with  paper  at  the  refuse  tip  with  the  consequent  danger  of  fire. 

The  following  table  indicates  quantities  and  value  for  the  year. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

65 

7 

0 

534 

0 

3 

Cardboard 

113 

16 

1 

1,173 

10 

0 

Newsprint 

61 

5 

0 

567 

1 

6 

240 

8 

1 

2,274 

11 

9 

PESTS  AND  VERMIN 

During  the  year  assistance  was  requested  to  eradicate  a  wasps’  nest  in  the  rafters  of  a  dwelling  house. 
Assistance  and  co-operation  was  received  from  the  County  Council.  The  department  does  not  undertake 
the  clearance  of  either  wasps’  or  bees’  nests,  which  is  a  specialists’  job. 

The  following  table  indicates  measures  of  rodent  control  undertaken  during  the  year: 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  ..  ..  ..  ..  6,136 

2.  Properties  inspected  following  notification  ..  ..  ..  216 

(a)  Number  infested  by  rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  122 

( b )  Number  infested  by  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

3.  Properties  inspected  for  reasons  other  than  notification  . .  102 

( a )  Number  infested  by  rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

( b )  Number  infested  by  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

4.  Sewers — the  sewer  system  received  attention  . .  . .  Yes 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  following  is  a  list  of  manufacturers,  distributors  and  caterers  in  the  Urban  Area: 


Manufacturers  Registered: 

(a)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  Sausage  and  pie  makers  . .  5 

( c )  Ice  cream  makers  . .  . .  0 

(d)  Others  . .  . .  . .  0 

Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers  . .  . .  . .  13 

( b )  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  12 

(c)  Grocers  . .  . .  . .  69 

(d)  Fishmongers  . .  . .  9 

(e)  Greengrocers  . .  . .  11 

(/)  Market  stalls  . .  . .  8 

(h)  Wholesale  depots  . .  . .  2 

( h )  Mobile  shops  . .  . .  6 

(0  Ice  cream  sellers  . .  . .  67 

O')  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  3 
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Caterers: 

(a)  Cafes  and  restaurants 

( b )  Hotels  and  guest  houses  . .  1 

( c )  Canteens — industrial  . .  10 

(c I )  Canteens — school  . .  . .  5 

( e )  Fish  fryers  . .  . .  . .  5 

Licensed  Premises  . .  . .  . .  44 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

(i)  Number  of  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  234 

(ii)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  . .  . .  175 

(iii)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  . .  . .  59 

(iv)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  . .  . .  59 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (SPECIFIED  AREA)  ORDER,  1957 


Samples  Obtained 

Phosphatase 
Test  Passed 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

73 

73 

70 

2 

I 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised  . . 

18 

18 

17 

_ 

1 

Untreated  Channel  Islands 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bottled  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled 

7 

— 

6 

1 

— 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Farm  Bottled 

16 

— 

14 

2 

— 

115 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  dealers  in  respect  of  the  Methylene  Blue  failures  above. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  following  are  the  samples  obtained  in  this  district  by  the  Salop  County  Council  for  analysis 

MILK 

Pasteurised  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised  . .  . .  4 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  . .  . .  6 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Farm  Bottled  6 
Sterilized  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Bulk  Milk  ex  Farm  .  11 

49 


All  the  above  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Analgesic  Rubefacient  . . 

“Respite”  Cough  Treatment 
Mincemeat 
Chicken  Soup 
Brown  Bread 
Plain  Wholewheat  Flour 
Salad  Cream 
Fruit  Lollies 
Orange  Drink 
Peas,  dried  . .  .  .  . .  1 


Lemon  Tea  Mix  . .  . .  1 

Meat  Paste  . .  . .  . .  1 

Mild  Beer  . .  . .  . .  1 

Lard  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Iodised  Salt  . .  . .  . .  1 

Stabilized  Wheat  Germ  . .  1 

Yoghourt  . .  . .  . .  1 

Pork  Pies  . .  . .  . .  1 

Double  Cream  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bread  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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OTHER  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Complaints  about  stale  food 

1  sample  of  dried  peas  contained  1 1  %  of  discoloured,  defective  and  mouldy  peas. 

Foreign  matter  in  food 

Glass  in  bread. 

Brown  streaks  in  fruit  lollies. 

Small  snail  in  frozen  peas. 

Licensed  Houses 

Our  annual  routine  inspection  of  Licensed  Premises  was  carried  out,  a  copy  of  which  report  was  passed 
to  the  Licensing  Justices.  Contraventions  were  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  owners  and  discussions  entered 
to  rectify  the  deficiencies. 


Food  Condemned 

The  following  table  indicates  the  quantity  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered: 


Tinned  Foods 

Frozen  Food 

Fresh  Food 

Pocketed 

Meat  and  Fish  . . 
Fruit 

Vegetables 

Milk 

Other 

34  tins 
136  tins 

101  tins 

2  tins 

37  tins 

Meat  and  Poultry 
Fish 

Other 

152  packs 
107  packs 
322  packs 

Meat 

263  lbs. 

Dried  Peas 
Semolina 

Jellies 

82  lbs. 

5  lbs. 

87  lbs. 
222  pkts. 

310  tins 

581  packs 

263  lbs. 

Food  to  the  value  of  £2,612  19s.  5d.  was  also  surrendered  as  the  result  of  a  fire  in  one  of  the  town’s 
stores. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

There  are  no  slaughtering  establishments  in  the  district.  Local  butchers  purchase  their  requirements 
either  off  the  hook,  at  the  Shrewsbury  or  Wellington  markets,  or  purchase  live  animals  at  the  auction  and 
have  them  slaughtered  at  either  of  these  centres. 


KNACKERS’  YARD 

The  old  established  Knacker’s  Yard  continues  to  function  with  little  or  no  cause  for  complaint.  A  great 
deal  of  structural  work  has  been  completed  to  comply  with  Hygiene  and  Cruelty  Regulations  (1958). 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals  or  carcases  dealt  with  during  the  year: 


Cattle 

705 

Horses  . . 

21 

Donkeys 

2 

Calves 

1,212 

Sheep 

826 

Pigs 

635 

Goats 

2 

Total  . . 

3,403 

MAGGOT  BREEDING 

The  maggot  breeding  factory  continues  to  function  with  the  minimum  of  complaints.  Occasions  have, 
of  course,  arisen  due  to  mechanical  breakdowns,  in  the  main  due  to  electrical  faults  of  the  fans,  both  inlet 
and  outlet,  in  the  breeding  rooms. 

The  production  of  maggots  is  to  supply  bait  for  fishermen. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  two  establishments  registered  under  the  above  Act;  these  were  well  conducted  and  no  cause 
for  complaint  arose  during  the  year. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

The  one  establishment  within  the  area  is  capable  of  handling  between  40 — 50  dogs;  also  cats. 

Strict  attention  is  paid  to  hygiene,  the  floors  of  the  kennels  being  concrete  with  wooden  beds  and  carpets, 
on  top  of  which  are  disinfected  each  day  and  thoroughly  cleansed  each  week. 

The  plans  for  improvingthe  cattery  have  been  put  into  operation  and  further  plans  are  under  consideration. 


CARAVANS 

Caravans  are  in  the  main  individually  sited  and  conform  to  the  necessary  standards  both  in  service  and 
structure.  Occasions  do  arise  when  the  roaming  sales  people  visit  the  district  but  generally  do  not  give  rise 
to  any  real  difficulties. 


MORTUARY 

At  present  the  mortuary  owned  by  the  Wellington  R.D.C.  is  being  used  increasingly  as  more  people 
are  tending  to  turn  to  cremation.  Whilst  every  care  has  been  taken  in  adaptation,  the  increasing  use  indicates 
the  need  for  a  larger  unit  which  will  enable  better  accommodation  for  post-mortem  facilities.  Discussions 
are  proceeding  for  the  siting  of  the  mortuary  to  serve  a  wider  area,  the  portents  are  that  agreement  could  be 
reached  for  this  provision  co  serve  several  authorities  in  the  East  Shropshire  area. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  four  public  conveniences  in  the  district  which  cause  some  concern  from  their  abuse  by  vandals 
who  do  considerable  damage  with  consequent  expense  in  maintenance.  This  difficulty  is,  of  course,  a  national 
one;  the  solution  of  the  problem  has  yet  to  reach  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 


THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  compliance  with  the  Act,  registrations  are  still  not  forthcoming  as 
required.  Adaptations  and  structural  alterations  require  skilled  application  to  attain  a  suitable  compromise 
between  adaptation  and  new  construction.  This  is  a  very  important  piece  of  legislation  to  serve  a  large  section 
of  the  working  population  with  onerous  duties. 


Table  A 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

1 

19 

3 

Retail  shops 

2 

84 

68 

Wholesale  shops,  etc. 

0 

4 

2 

Catering  establishments  . . 

0 

50 

23 

Fuel  storage  depots 

0 

1 

1 

33 


Table  B 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises 

97 


Table  C 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

89 

Retail  shops 

364 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  .  . 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

24 

public  . . 

131 

Canteens 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

6 

Total 

616 

Total  males 

195 

Total  females 

421 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Since  modernisation  of  the  Owen  Organisation  Foundries  Ltd.,  some  technical  difficulties  arose  in  the 
water  washing  plant  of  the  cupolas,  arising  out  of  power  cut  failures.  This  difficulty  has  now  been  resolved. 

!t  is  a  pleasure  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  Director  Manager,  Mr.  Gaiger,  to  enable  the  best  effluent 
discharge  and  to  overcome  complaints  received  from  residents,  arising  as  a  result  of  the  incompatibility  of 
having  a  foundry  side  by  side  with  residential  property. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

There  appears  to  be  a  growing  awareness  of  noise  and  its  effects,  of  which  there  is  little  doubt  that  noise 
is  often  detrimental  to  physical  well  being.  In  considering  noise,  its  frequency  is  a  matter  of  importance, 
for  example,  a  frequency  of  three  to  four  thousand  cycles  per  second,  with  noise  level  at  85  decibels  will  cause 
deafness  if  a  person  were  exposed  to  it  for  eight  hours  per  day,  five  days  a  week  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 

Noise  nuisance  that  is  actionable  at  Law  may  be  either  by  Common  Law  action  or  else  as  a  statutory 
nuisance  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960.  A  Local  Authority  cannot  take  a  Common  Law  action  on 
behalf  of  any  of  its  ratepayers  except  by  way  of  a  related  action  through  the  Attorney  General.  The  grounds 
for  complaint  are  the  same  both  for  Common  Law  or  Statutory  Nuisance  Action.  In  the  latter  case  three 
aggrieved  citizens  may  apply  to  the  magistrates  for  a  nuisance  erder  if  the  Local  Authority  will  not  take  action. 

A  definition  of  “nuisance”  is  that  it  causes  annoyance,  inconvenience  or  injury,  but  in  the  case  of  noise 
nuisance  it  must  include  a  reference  to  the  use  or  enjoyment  of  property  or  land.  Certain  classes  of  nuisances 
arising  from  human  actions,  singing,  shouting,  radios,  etc.,  are  usually  dealt  with  under  bylaws  made  under 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1933.  These  are  normally  enforced  by  the  Police. 

Some  complaints  have  been  received  and  dealt  with;  others  are  inclined  to  be  recurring.  Loosely  defined 
it  may  be  said  to  be  unwanted  sound,  a  noise  may  not  be  liked  by  one  person  and  yet  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
others. 


HOUSING 

This  important  phase  of  the  department’s  activities  has  been  actively  pursued.  It  has  been  possible  to 
progressively  rehouse  from  unfit  dwellings  both  individually  and  in  Clearance  Areas  to  make  available  sites 
for  future  building. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  sketch  of  activity  in  this  field: 


Unfit  houses  closed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Houses  demolished  in  clearance  areas  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..15 

Individual  unfit  houses  demolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Persons  displaced  in  clearance  areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Persons  displaced  in  individual  unfit  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  53 

Families  displaced: 

Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Individual  unfit  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  1968 


1 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district 

5,853 

2 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  . . 

1,668 

3 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  . . 

15 

4 

Number  of  houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

10 

5 

Number  of  Unfit  houses  closed 

0 

6 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  owner 

0 

7 

Unfit  houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  17(2) 

0 

Unfit  houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  48 

0 

8 

Overcrowding: 

(a)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded 

81 

(b)  Number  of  overcrowded  families  rehoused  in  year  . . 

3 

9 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  for  Slum  Clearance  by: 

(a)  Local  Authority  . . 

11 

( b )  Private  Enterprise 

0 

Number  of  houses  in  the  course  of  erection  for  Slum  Clearance  by: 

(a)  Local  Authority  . . 

7 

(6)  Private  Enterprise 

0 

10 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  for  other  purposes  by: 

(a)  Local  Authority  .  . 

16 

(b)  Private  Enterprise 

224 

Number  of  houses  in  the  course  of  erection  for  other  purposes  by: 

(a)  Local  Authority  . . 

9 

(b)  Private  Enterprise 

97 

11 

Number  of  Post-War  houses  erected  from  1st  April,  1945,  by: 

(a)  Local  Authority  . . 

1,463 

( b )  Private  Enterprise 

2,244 

14 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  the  Housing  List  at  the  end  of  the  year 

750 

15 

Standard  Grants: 

Number  of  dwellings  in  applications  approved  . . 

17 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority  . . 

46 

25 

2 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises)’  . . 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

49 

27 

2 

0 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

5 

4 

0 

5 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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WELLINGTON  (Salop)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman:  Mr.  G.  Davies 


Mrs.  J.  C.  Davidson 
Mr.  J.  V.  C.  Bromley 
Mr.  T.  H.  Broadhurst 
Mr.  H.  Davenport 


Mr.  E.  E.  Morris 
Mr.  J.  O’Connor 
Mr.  R.  Wiseman 
Mr.  R.  Hall 


Mr.  J.  K.  Addison,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Provision  of  Wash  Basins  and  Sinks 

The  numbers  of  food  premises  in  the  different  categories  are  shown  below.  The  numbers  of  premises 
which  comply  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960,  relating  to  the  provision 
of  wash  basins,  is  shown  in  column  2.  Those  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (relating  to  the  provision  of 
sinks)  are  shown  in  column  3.  Those  which  comply  with  Regulation  19  are  shown  in  column  4. 


12  3  4 


Manufacturers  Registered: 

Number  of 
Premises 

Washbasins 

Reg.  19 

Sinks 

2 

2 

2 

2 

(a)  Bakers 

( b )  Sausage  and  pie  makers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

(c)  Ice-cream  makers 

0 

— 

— 

— 

id)  Others 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers  .  . 

14 

14 

14 

14 

( b )  Bakers 

4 

4 

— 

— 

(c)  Grocers,  including  sweets  and  biscuits 

55 

53 

40 

38 

id)  Fishmongers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

( e )  Greengrocers 

6 

5 

3 

3 

( /)  Wholesale  depots 

2 

2 

2 

2 

( g )  Mobile  shops  (based  in  district) 

26 

Not  apphcab 

e 

(h)  Ice-cream  sellers  . . 

47 

47 

— 

— 

(/)  Dairies 

Nil 

— 

— 

Markets 

I 

— • 

— 

— 

Caterers: 

(a)  Cafes,  restaurants  and  clubs 

36 

36 

36 

36 

(b)  Hotels  and  guest  houses 

15 

15 

15 

15 

( c )  Public  houses 

35 

35 

35 

35 

id)  Canteens — industrial 

7 

7 

7 

7 

(e)  Canteens — school 

18 

18 

18 

18 

if)  Fish  fryers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  require  a  wash  hand  basin,  and  where  necessary,  sinks  to  be  provided 
in  food  premises.  These  facilities  have  to  be  installed  in  a  position  which  is  reasonably  accessible  to  persons 
engaged  in  the  handling  of  food. 
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It  is  obviously  possible  for  there  to  be  different  interpretations  when  the  Regulations  come  to  be 
applied  to  particular  premises.  I  myself  would  like  to  see  every  food  shop  with  a  wash  basin  installed  actually 
in  the  shop.  I  would  like  to  see  this  particularly  in  cake  shops,  and  shops  where  cooked  meats  or  prepared 
meats  are  sold.  This  kind  of  food  is  a  perfect  medium  for  the  growth  of  food  poisoning  bacteria  and  it  is 
therefore  particularly  important  that  the  employees’  hands  should  be  clean. 

In  this  year’s  Annual  Report  the  Ministry  has  asked  us  to  give  the  number  of  food  premises  which  do 
not  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  this  matter  of  the  provision  of  wash  basins  and  sinks. 
These  details  are  given  in  the  table  under  the  heading  of  “Food  Premises”.  The  table  shows  an  almost 
completely  satisfactory  answer.  There  are  three  instances  where  facilities  are  available  but  where  I  have 
asked  the  owners  to  provide  them  in  a  more  reasonably  accessible  position. 

From  time  to  time  during  the  year  a  check  was  made  on  the  date  coding  of  prepacked  perishable  food¬ 
stuffs  offered  for  sale  in  many  of  the  shops  in  the  town.  This  was  sometimes  done  in  the  course  of  investigating 
a  complaint  and  sometimes  in  the  course  of  routine  inspection.  Some  serious  loop-holes  were  discovered 
in  the  “fool  proof”  systems  operated  by  some  food  manufacturers.  Firms  often  fail  to  provide  sufficient 
supervision  to  ensure  that  their  coding,  delivery,  and  check  system  is  being  operated  properly. 


Complaints  re  Food 

During  1968  the  following  complaints  were  made  by  members  of  the  public  about  food  which  they  had 
purchased: 


1.  That  the  food  contained  foreign  matter  or  was  in  some  way  not  of 

the  nature  or  substance  or  quality  demanded  . .  .  .  . .  . .  14 

2.  That  the  food  was  mouldy  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

3.  That  the  food  was  unfit  to  eat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

With  several  of  these  complaints  the  evidence  was  sufficiently  strong  for  a  report  to  be  made  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee.  No  prosecutions  were  made  during  the  year. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  no  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District.  The  Public  Slaughterhouse  at 
Spring  Hill  is  owned  jointly  by  the  Wellington  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils.  The  building  has  been 
leased  to  the  Shropshire  Fatstock  Society  Limited.  Individuals  can  have  their  own  animals  slaughtered  and 
dressed  there  and  the  Company  also  operates  on  its  own  behalf  as  a  meat  wholesaler.  During  the  year  an 
additional  cold  store  has  been  installed  by  the  Company  to  relieve  congestion  and  provide  improved  meat 
storage  facilities. 

The  Public  Slaughterhouse  Joint  Committee  has  been  asked  to  provide  for  making  up  part  of  the  approach 
road  to  the  slaughterhouse  which  is  at  present  in  bad  condition.  The  Committee  has  again  deferred  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  proposal  to  enlarge  or  replace  the  existing  premises. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council  is  five.  There  are  no  persons  or  premises  licensed 
to  slaughter  horses  nor  are  there  any  knackers’  yards  in  the  District. 


Hygiene  in  Slaughterhouses — The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966 

One  of  the  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1968.  It  prohibits 
the  use  of  all  cloths  for  wiping  newly  dressed  carcases.  There  are  still  some  traders  who  regret  that  cloths 
can  no  longer  be  used.  They  maintain  that  a  water  spray  can  damage  carcase  meat  and  also  may  cause  it  to 
become  water-logged  and  lose  its  keeping  qualities.  Both  these  things  might  happen  if  a  spray  is  wrongly 
used,  but  the  use  of  a  wiping  cloth  was  almost  invariably  a  dirty  business  and  any  call  for  its  return  is 
indefensible. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

100%  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  Details  are  as  follows: 


Number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected 
(No  horses  were  slaughtered) 

AH  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cisticerci: 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned 
Percentage  affected 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned 

Percentage  affected 

Cisticerosis: 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  affected 
Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

875 

100 

107 

2,664 

3,512 

1 

2 

7 

4 

201 

6 

1 

225 

495 

23.1 

6.0 

2.8 

8.7 

14.2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

27 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.8 

11 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Tons 

cwts. 

lbs. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouse 

2 

7 

14 

Other  foods  condemned  . . 

— 

9 

74 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

At  one  establishment,  slaughtering  of  poultry  was  started  during  the  year.  By  the  end  of  the  year  a  total 
of  750  birds  had  been  killed.  The  birds  are  invariably  hens  and  an  arrangement  has  been  made  whereby 
suspect  birds  are  retained  for  inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  total  weight  of  poultry  which  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  22  lbs. ;  a  percentage 
of  6.6 

PET  MEAT— MEAT  (STAINING  AND  STERILISING)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

The  Regulations  require  that  all  meat  from  Knackers’  Yards  which  is  offered  for  sale  as  food  for  pets 
should  be  stained  green.  In  the  past  there  has  been  a  tendency  for  the  staining  to  be  inadequate  but  a  higher 
standard  is  now  being  insisted  on. 


SAMPLING— ICE  CREAM  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

Samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Shrewsbury  and  the  following  reports  have  been  received: 


Provisional  Grade 

Type  of 

Number 

ice  cream 

of  samples 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Hard  .. 

18 

11 

4 

2 

1 

Soft  . . 

15 

5 

4 

3 

3 
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It  is  to  be  expected  that  more  unsatisfactory  results  will  be  obtained  from  soft  ice  cream.  Each  vehicle 
making  soft  ice  cream  is,  in  effect,  an  independent  ice  cream  factory,  operating  without  supervision.  Consider¬ 
able  time  has  been  spent  in  trying  to  ensure  that  the  soft  ice  cream  machinery  on  the  vehicle  is  cleansed  and 
sterilised  properly.  There  are  five  vehicles  based  inside  the  district,  owned  by  two  different  retailers.  There 
are  about  seven  vehicles  which  come  into  the  district  but  are  based  elsewhere.  Liaison  with  other  Authorities 
has  been  necessary  to  cover  vehicles  based  outside  the  district. 

By  comparison,  hard  ice  cream  should  be  relatively  safe;  it  is  made  in  premises  which  have  to  be  registered 
with  the  local  authority;  they  can  be  inspected  and  the  product  sampled  at  any  time.  The  three  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  of  hard  ice  cream  which  was  being  sold  from  bulk  by  the  use  of  a  scoop. 

SAMPLING— MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

I  have  received  the  following  reports  relating  to  samples  taken  within  the  Urban  District  by  the  County 
Public  Health  Inspector: 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Milk 


Pasteurised 

11 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

6 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Farm  Bottled 

4 

Sterilised  . . 

2 

Bulk  Milk  ex  Farm 

29 

52 

1 

All  the  above  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1957 


Samples 

Obtained 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Passed 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

91 

91 

84 

5 

2 

__ 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

15 

15 

13 

1 

1 

— 

Sterilised 

4 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

4 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Farm  Bottled 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Passed  Colony  Count 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

1 

1 

120 

1 

Warning  letters  were  sent  in  respect  of  the  Methylene  Blue  failures  above. 

Other  Food  and  Drugs 


Edam  Cheese 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Bacon 

1 

Eggs  . 

1 

Honey 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

. .  2 

Mild  Beer 

1 

Indigestion  Mixture 

1 

“Carmil”  Tablets 

1 

Baby  Rusks 

1 

Dessert  Mix 

1 

Infant  Food 

1 

Tripe 

1 

Dairy  Ice  Cream 

1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 

1 

Malt  Extract 

1 

Bitter  Lemon  Drink 

1 

Canned  Garden  Peas  . . 

1 

Vitamin  and  Mineral  Capsules 

1 

Sliced  Peaches  . . 

1 

Brewer’s  Yeast  and  Molasses  Tablets  . . 

1 

Lemon  and  Honey  Health  Drink 

1 

Margarine  with  Butter 

1 

Whisky  . . 

.  . 

1 

Cough  Mixture 

1 

All  25  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Regular  tests  are  made  to  ensure  that  the  water  supply  has  a  chlorine  content.  Samples  of  water  taken 
from  the  public  supply  in  different  parts  of  the  town  are  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory.  During  the  year  Laboratory  reports  were  received  on  31  such  samples,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

Regular  samples  of  water  from  the  U.D.C.  Swimming  Bath  have  been  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 
There  has  been  a  satisfactory  pattern  of  sampling  reports.  Twenty-two  visits  were  made  to  the  bath  for 
sampling  purposes.  If  the  chlorine  level  in  the  water  was  found  to  be  in  excess  of  two  parts  per  million, 
samples  were  not  always  taken.  The  total  number  of  samples  for  the  year  was  24  (representing  12  occasions). 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

6 

3 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority  . . 

62 

36 

7 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises)  . . 

8 

6 

0 

0 

Total 

76 

45 

7 

0 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 

Number  of 

Referred 

cases  in  which 

Particulars 

prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were  instituted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

0 

0 

o 

o 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Type  of  Premises 

Number  given 
an  initial 
inspection 
in  1968 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
at  year  end 

Number  of 
employees 

Offices 

30 

77 

All 

Retail  shops . 

79 

122 

637 

Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses  . . 

4 

11 

50 

Catering  establishments  and  canteens 

1 

33 

210 

Fuel  storage  depots  . . 

0 

2 

2 

Total  ..  114 

245 

1,376 
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Contraventions  found  during  1968 


Cleaning  (mostly  requiring  redecoration) 

20 

Overcrowding 

0 

Inadequate  heating  . . 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 

16 

Inadequate  lighting  . . 

10 

Unsatisfactory  flooring 

35 

Unfenced  floor  openings 

4 

Unsatisfactory  seating 

2 

Dangerous  machinery 

7 

Unsatisfactory  stairs  and  passages 

20 

Lack  of  facilities  for  meals  . . 

3 

No  suitable  drinking  water 

3 

Inadequate  washing  facilities 

19 

Inadequate  sanitary  accommodation 

9 

Other  minor  defects  . . 

64 

218 

Number  of  accidents  reported  . .  3 

In  1966,  I  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  that  an  increased  rate  of  inspection  of  offices  and 
shops  could  be  maintained  to  give  an  initial  inspection  of  all  premises  which  had  registered  by  the  end  of 
1968.  I  reported  that  this  rate  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Ministry.  Our  previous  rate  of  inspection  had 
been  unsatisfactory  and  I  had  been  approached  about  it  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Advisory  section 
of  the  Ministry.  The  Committee  approved  this  rate  of  inspection  and,  during  the  two  succeeding  years,  on 
the  occasions  when  the  Offices  and  Shops  Act  has  been  discussed  by  the  Committee,  I  have  been  able  to 
report  that  we  have  been  up  to  schedule  with  inspections. 

The  programme  of  inspection  of  registered  premises  has  now  been  completed.  Premises  which  have  not 
registered  will  be  inspected  during  1969. 

HOUSING 

Two  clearance  areas  were  made  during  the  year:  25 — 35  Bridge  Road,  and  32 — 44  Church  Street.  In 
each  case  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  demolish  the  unfit  houses  without  affecting  adjoining  property. 
The  Council  decided  in  each  case  to  buy  the  land  and  the  adjoining  property;  the  Bridge  Road  site  to  be 
used  for  car  parking,  and  Church  Street  for  road  improvement. 

During  the  year,  eight  other  houses  were  demolished  and  eleven  families  re-housed  from  unfit  houses 
(thirty-five  persons  in  all).  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  fourteen  families  to  be  re-housed  from  two 
clearance  areas  in  Regent  Street.  Re-housing  from  these  areas  has  been  delayed,  partly  because  of  lack  of 
suitable  large  houses  and  also  because  priority  has  been  given  tore-housing  families  from  the  ‘prefabs’  which 
are  to  be  demolished  and  replaced  by  permanent  houses. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  total  number  of  premises  inspected  for  rats  and  mice  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  was  247. 
Of  these,  46  premises  are  under  Contract  with  the  Council  to  have  their  premises  inspected  regularly  and 
kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

209  premises  were  cleared  of  rats  and  25  were  cleared  of  mice  during  the  year.  In  addition  a  10%  test 
bait  of  sewer  manholes  was  carried  out.  A  slight  infestation  in  the  sewers  was  suspected  in  one  part  of  the 
town  and  this  was  treated  with  fluoroacetamide. 

NOISE 

There  were  eight  complaints  alleging  noise  nuisance  during  1968.  In  three  of  these  complaints  the 
source  of  noise  was  commercial  premises,  three  were  private  properties  and  two  complaints  concerned  noise 
from  pneumatic  drills  used  in  road  works.  Some  of  the  alleged  noise  nuisances  might  have  been  difficult  to 
prove  in  court,  nevertheless,  in  each  case,  when  approached,  the  person  causing  the  noise  was  co-operative 
in  making  improvements. 
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The  public  are  becoming  aware  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  noise  from  pneumatic  concrete  breakers 
is  avoidable,  but  it  is  surprising  that  there  have  been  only  two  complaints  during  1968.  On  one  occasion, 
when  extensive  road  works  were  being  carried  out  on  the  A. 5,  there  were  eleven  concrete  breakers  working 
simultaneously  along  a  length  of  road  which  was  flanked  by  houses  on  each  side,  heavy  traffic  and 
numerous  pedestrians.  No  complaint  was  received  from  any  member  of  the  public.  The  work  was  being 
carried  out  by  a  contractor  who,  as  I  found  when  I  made  enquiries,  was  under  a  contractual  agreement  to 
use  muffles  on  all  pneumatic  drills.  Within  two  hours  of  my  taking  up  the  matter,  each  drill  had  been  fitted 
with  a  silencer  which  made  a  considerable  difference  to  the  noise  level. 

CLEAN  AIR 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1968,  makes  it  an  offence  for  smoke  producing  fuels  to  be  delivered  to,  or  purchased 
by,  householders  in  smoke  control  areas.  This  measure  has  been  advocated  by  the  Association  of  Public 
Health  Inspectors  for  many  years.  Reputable  fuel  merchants  will  be  given  protection  by  this  measure  from 
irresponsible  traders  and,  also,  residents  in  smoke  control  areas  will  be  protected  from  neighbours  who 
persist  in  flouting  the  ban  on  coal.  The  numbers  of  both  types  of  offenders  is  small  and  has  been  diminishing 
steadily.  Most  householders  in  smoke  control  areas  are  in  favour  of  smoke  control. 

GARDEN  BONFIRES 

Four  complaints  were  made  about  garden  bonfires.  Probably  the  reason  why  there  were  not  more 
complaints  is  because  it  is  usually  only  the  regular  burners  who  get  complained  about.  Unfortunately,  most 
people  with  gardens  have  an  occasional  ‘burn  up’  and  therefore  cannot  complain  about  others  who  do  the 
same.  However,  smoke  from  even  an  occasional  bonfire  can  be  a  very  unpleasant  experience  for  neighbours 
and,  on  housing  estates,  the  aggregate  of  occasional  bonfires  can  create  an  almost  constantly  polluted 
atmosphere. 

If  residents  in  the  Urban  District  wish  to  dispose  of  any  garden  or  domestic  refuse  which  would  not  be 
accepted  by  the  normal  weekly  refuse  collection,  they  may  bring  it  to  the  Council’s  tip  at  Ketley  Sands  during 
normal  working  hours  where  it  will  be  disposed  of  free  of  charge.  Bulk  items  of  household  refuse  and  surplus 
garden  rubbish  will  be  collected  by  the  Council  at  a  charge  of  30/-  per  load  or  part  load. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

So  far  as  Food  Hygiene  is  concerned,  health  education  is  carried  on  in  food  premises  as  an  incidental 
part  of  a  visit  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  Personal  contact  is  far  more  effective  than  letters  or  posters. 
Nevertheless,  a  circular  letter  and  advisory  leaflet  on  the  correct  handling  of  pies  and  cooked  meats  was 
distributed  to  all  food  premises  in  the  Spring.  Talks  on  Food  Hygiene  and  Public  Health  generally  were 
given  to  classes  at  three  schools. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Mr.  D.  Draper,  the  Wellington  U.D.C.  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  reported  as  follows: 

“The  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  are  at  present  adequate.  Following  the  recent  improvement 
works  and  the  reduction  in  trade  discharges  the  available  capacity  at  the  Admaston  Sewage  Works  is  likely 
to  meet  anticipated  flow  from  normal  development  during  the  next  four  years  by  which  time  it  is  hoped  that 
the  new  joint  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Rushmoor  will  be  established. 

Dependent  upon  future  New  Town  proposals,  sewerage  schemes  will  need  to  be  provided  in  the  under¬ 
mentioned  areas  if  further  development  proceeds: 

(i)  Land  to  the  east  of  Orleton  Park. 

(ii)  Land  between  the  Brooklands  Estate  and  Admaston. 

(iii)  Dothill  Estate,  northern  portion. 

(iv)  Land  at  Apley  Castle  Estate. 

There  are  two  agricultural  premises  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

Arrangements  for  the  emptying  of  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  in  the  area  are  based  upon  requests  received 
from  individual  owners”. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Mr.  D.  Draper,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Wellington  U.D.C.,  has  given  the  following  report  on 
this  service: 

“Every  effort  is  being  made  to  extend  the  life  of  the  existing  refuse  tip  at  Ketley  Sands  pending  the 
installation  of  an  incinerator  to  serve  neighbouring  authorities  in  the  New  Town  area.  The  tip  itself  has  been 
kept  reasonably  free  from  nuisance  despite  difficulties  with  intruders  gaining  unauthorised  admission  to  the 
tipping  area. 

The  refuse  collection  service  has  continued  to  operate  smoothly  and  efficiently,  complaints  from  house¬ 
holders  being  extremely  rare.  A  weekly  back-door  collection  is  being  maintained,  and  the  incentive-based 
work  study  scheme  introduced  some  years  ago  has  enabled  the  Council  to  recruit  and  retain  the  right  calibre 
of  employee. 

Following  the  introduction  of  work  study  the  increase  in  productivity  has  been  maintained.  The  weekly 
output  has  increased  from  4,705  to  6,875  bins,  employing  the  same  number  of  vehicles  and  men  at  a  weekly 
saving  of  16  man-hours.  This  represents  an  increase  in  productivity  (output  per  man-hour)  in  the  region  of 
52%. 

The  paper  sack  system  has  been  adopted  for  certain  food  premises  having  no  means  of  rear  access  and 
this  avoids  refuse  bins  being  carried  through  the  shop.  Where  shop  or  trade  premises  require  a  twice  weekly 
collection  the  extra  collection  is  provided  at  a  charge  of  1/-  per  bin. 

The  Municipal  Bin  Scheme  whereby  dustbins  are  rented  to  ratepayers  at  an  annual  charge  on  the  rates 
of  7/6d.  per  bin  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily.  The  number  of  private  householders  taking  advantage 
of  this  scheme  is  now  in  the  region  of  42%. 

Refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  methods  has  continued  at  Ketley  Sands  but  the  life  of  this  tip  is 
now  strictly  limited.  The  proposed  diversion  of  the  A. 442  across  this  tip  site  has  had  the  effect  of  severely 
restricting  further  tipping  operations  but  it  is  hoped  to  make  every  effort  to  continue  tipping  on  this  site 
until  such  time  that  a  joint  incineration  plant  for  Authorities  in  this  area  can  be  established.  Several  meetings 
between  Technical  Officers  of  the  Authorities  concerned  have  taken  place  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  subject 
to  siting  being  finally  agreed  with  the  Telford  Development  Corporation,  an  incinerator  should  be  in  operation 
by  the  Autumn  of  1972. 

A  useful  income  continues  to  be  derived  from  the  baling  of  salvage  which  is  supplied  to  the  Board  Mills. 
The  annual  tonnage  at  present  baled  is  in  the  region  of  550  tons  and  this  produces  an  income  of  approximately 
£6,000.  After  offsetting  wages,  transport,  plant  and  electricity  costs  there  is  a  credit  balance  which  represents 
a  benefit  to  the  General  Rate  Fund  in  the  region  of  £500. 
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SHIFNAL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Mr.  B.  T.  Wilkes 


Mr.  F.  T.  Billingsley 
Mr.  B.  F.  J.  Cherrington 
Mr.  N.  E.  Dyke 
Mr.  T.  Morris 
Mr.  J.  L.  Owen 

Mr.  N.  H.  Peel,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  and  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  provide 
supplies  in  the  district  but  there  are  still  some  properties  without  a  public  mains  supply. 

Generally  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  has  been  wholesome  and  sufficient  at  all  times  throughout 
the  year. 

The  results  of  samples  are  given  below  where  a  sample  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  immediate  steps 
were  taken  to  warn  the  occupiers  of  any  risks  and  follow  up  action  was  taken.  Every  attempt  is  made  to 
provide  mains  water  to  properties  on  suspect  private  supplies. 

During  the  year  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  a  private  supply  to  a  school  and  in  due  course 
it  was  connected  to  the  mains  water  provided  by  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board. 


Number  of  Bacteriological  Samples  from 


1. 

Public  mains  supplies 

. .  Satisfactory 

. .  18 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

2. 

Private  mains  supplies 

. .  Satisfactory 

. .  13 

Unsatisfactory 

.  .  12 

3. 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc.  . . 

. .  Satisfactory 

..  9 

Unsatisfactory 

.  10 

During  the  year  six  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory, 
although  one  sample  from  a  private  mains  supply  showed  high  zinc  content. 

No  water  supply  in  the  district  was  found  to  be  liable  to  plumbo  solvent. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  re-placing  dustbins  with  paper  sacks  is  progressing  satisfactorily  in  the  villages 
of  Albrighton  and  Shifnal  and  no  serious  disadvantages  have  been  found.  Over  1,400  premises  are  benefiting 
from  this  system  and  during  the  coming  year  a  further  1,200  premises  will  be  equipped. 

In  general  the  paper  sack  system  has  been  very  well  received  by  the  householders  and  also  by  the  refuse 
collectors. 

We  have  continued  our  policy  of  using  head  wall  units  without  guards  and  in  the  main  this  has  been 
very  successful.  However,  during  the  past  twelve  months  a  certain  amount  of  nuisance  has  been  caused  due 
to  sacks  being  torn  by  dogs,  especially  on  two  new  estates.  These  estates  are  open  plan  and,  as  yet,  incomplete. 
It  is  thought  that  these  factors  contribute  to  the  problem.  The  use  of  plastic  sacks  seems  to  have  helped 
to  overcome  this  trouble  and  the  number  damaged  has  now  decreased  to  a  very  small  proportion. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Ruckley  has  been  kept  in  first-class  condition  with  the  aid  of  the  Drott. 

The  amount  of  land  remaining  available  for  tipping  is  being  gradually  reduced  and  efforts  are  being 
made  to  obtain  adjacent  land  in  order  to  expand  the  tip.  The  completed  parts  of  the  tip  will  be  brought 
back  into  agricultural  use. 


Mr.  A.  C.  Powner 
Mr.  A.  L.  Shilton 
Mr.  W.  R.  Turnock 
Mr.  E.  C.  J.  Whittingham 
Mr.  K.  Worthington 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


1.  Manufacturers  Registered: 

(a)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(b)  Sausage  and  pie  makers  . .  . .  6 

(c)  Ice  cream  makers  . .  . .  . .  — 

(d)  Others  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

2.  Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

(b)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(c)  Grocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

id)  Fishmongers  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(e)  Greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  5 

(/)  Wholesale  depots  . .  . .  . .  — 

ig)  Mobile  shops  . .  . .  . .  5 

(h)  Ice  cream  sellers  . .  .  .  . .  30 

(/)  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


3.  Markets: 

There  are  no  markets  within  the  district 


4.  Caterers: 

( a )  Cafes,  restaurants  and  clubs  . .  7 

lb)  Hotels  and  guest  houses  . .  . .  11 

(c)  Public  houses  . .  .  .  . .  23 

(d)  Canteens — industrial  . .  . .  — 

ie)  Canteens — school  .  .  . .  . .  5 

if)  Fish  fryers  . .  .  .  . .  . .  3 


5.  Slaughterhouses: 

There  is  only  one  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  within  the  district  which  is  kept  up  to  a  fairly  high 
standard,  both  structurally  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  hygienic  practices 

6.  Meat  Inspected: 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals  inspected  during  the  year  and  it  has  been 
possible  to  obtain  a  100  per  cent  inspection  at  the  slauthgerhouse. 


Number  Inspected 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Sows 

302 

1 

20 

1,822 

315 

28 

7.  Meat  Condemned: 


Condemned  Carcases,  Parts  or  Organs 


Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  or 

Cysticercosis 

Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep / Lambs 

Pigs 

.Sows 

Pigs 

Sows 

Cattle 

61 

_ 

12 

17 

2 

9 

2 

1 

8.  Poultry  Inspection: 

There  is  no  systematic  inspection  of  poultry  within  the  district. 
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9.  Other  foods  condemned : 

This  is  not  a  serious  problem  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  small  items  are  surrendered  to  us  during 
routine  visits  to  food  premises  or  at  the  request  of  the  shop  keeper.  The  following  were  surrendered  during 
the  year: 

72  items  of  ice  cream  from  two  premises  due  to  a  breakdown  in  the  refrigeration  plant. 

47  lbs.  of  various  foodstuffs. 

80  miscellaneous  items  of  canned  goods. 

This  food  was  disposed  of  by  the  Council. 


10.  Milk: 

52  samples  of  milk  from  this  district  were  taken  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector  for  analysis 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  these  samples  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  83  samples  of  milk 
were  also  taken  for  examination  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1957,  and 
three  of  these  failed  the  methylene  blue  test,  resulting  in  warning  letters  being  sent. 

1 1.  Complaints  about  food: 

During  the  year  only  two  complaints  were  received  concerning  food,  which  were  investigated  by  this 
Council  together  with  the  County  Pubic  Health  Inspector.  One  complaint  concerned  a  white  sliced  loaf  of 
bread  which  was  alleged  to  have  contained  foreign  matter.  The  bread  deteriorated  and  the  Analyst  did  not 
identify  the  foreign  matter  and  in  consequence  no  further  action  could  be  taken. 

The  second  complaint  concerned  semolina  and  it  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  insect  webbing  and 
live  caterpillars.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  firm  concerned  who  pleaded  guilty  and  were 
fined  £10  10s.  Od.  and  £5  4s.  Od.  costs. 

1 2.  Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

A  suspected  case  was  reported  in  Albrighton  but  investigation  failed  to  confirm  the  cause.  Another 
suspected  case  was  reported  at  Cosford  involving  sixteen  girls,  which  again  was  thoroughly  investigated, 
but  failed  to  reveal  the  cause. 


HOUSING 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  built  in  the  district  continued  to  steadily  increase  throughout  the 
year.  A  total  of  142  new  houses  were  built  including  23  for  the  Council.  5  houses  were  demolished  during 
the  year.  4  Discretionary  Grants  and  1 1  Standard  Grants  were  approved.  The  problem  of  unfit  properties 
has  now  largely  been  dealt  with  but  there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done  to  secure  modern  and  improved 
facilities  to  many  houses  in  the  district. 


GENERAL  ENVIORNMENTAL  HYGIENE 

{a)  Nuisances: 

Informal  action  has  been  taken  on  a  number  of  occasions  during  the  year  following  receipt  of  complaints, 
but  on  only  two  occasions  was  it  necessary  to  serve  legal  Notices  as  an  informal  approach  normally  achieves 
the  required  solution 

(b)  Control  of  Pests  and  Vermin: 

The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  North  East  Salop  Joint  Pests  Control  Committee  and  the  services  of  a 
Rodent  Operative  are  always  available  at  short  notice 
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The  Contract  system  continues  to  work  satisfactorily  in  relation  to  agricultural  and  business  premises 
and  we  have  recently  changed  to  using  continuous  Contracts  which  considerably  reduces  administrative  work 
Surveys  are  carried  out  during  the  year  in  order  to  determine  whether  premises  are  infested  and,  if  found 
to  be  so,  necessary  action  is  taken  to  clear  the  infestation. 


(r)  Caravans  and  Camping  Sites 

Legal  proceedings  were  authorised  on  two  occasions  during  the  year  against  the  owners  of  land  which 
was  being  used  for  the  parking  of  caravans.  Both  owners  removed  the  caravans  and  it  was  not  necessary  to 
proceed  with  the  action. 

Work  on  one  private  caravan  site  in  the  district  is  progressing  and  at  the  moment  there  are  a  dozen 
caravans  occupied. 

Generally  there  is  little  difficulty  in  complying  with  health  requirements,  the  major  problem  is  one  of 
finding  suitable  sites. 

With  more  and  more  caravans  coming  on  to  the  market,  and  with  greater  publicity  about  advantages 
of  caravan  life,  the  problem  will  increase.  Local  Authorities  may  well  have  to  give  greater  consideration  to 
the  provision  of  suitable  sites. 

The  presence  of  tinker  families  in  the  district  produced  a  great  deal  of  public  comment  but  little  could 
be  done  other  than  move  the  families  on. 


(d)  Pet  Shops  and  Animat  Boarding  Establishments: 

There  is  only  one  Pet  Shop  registered  within  the  district  and  one  Licence  was  issued  for  an  Animal 
Boarding  Establishment.  Periodical  visits  are  made  to  these  premises  and  during  the  year  there  was  no 
cause  for  complaint. 


(e)  Public  Toilets: 

The  Public  Toilets  in  Shifnal  are  still  being  maintained  as  well  as  possible  until  the  Council  is  successful 
in  acquiring  another  site  in  the  town  centre.  A  site  is  being  considered  but  at  the  moment  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  from  the  planning  point  of  view. 

Albrighton  is  still  without  Public  Conveniences  but  it  appears  that  within  the  next  twelve  months 
suitable  facilities  will  be  provided. 

(/)  Street  Cleansing: 

This  service  in  Shifnal,  Albrighton,  Beckbury  and  Sheriffhales  is  still  being  carried  out  by  this  Council. 
Since  taking  over  this  work  approximately  two  years  ago,  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  the  roads  and  pavements  in  the  above  mentioned  towns  and  villages. 

Numerous  litter  bins  are  provided  and  maintained  throughout  the  district  in  an  effort  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  the  general  public  in  keeping  the  streets  and  countryside  tidy  and  free  from  litter.  There  has, 
however,  been  an  increase  in  the  indiscriminate  use  of  land,  hedges,  and  lay-byes,  for  tipping  refuse  and 
considerable  time  and  effort  has  to  be  spent  to  keep  the  district  tidy. 


(g)  Sw  imming  Baths 

There  are  two  County  Council  swimming  baths  at  schools  situated  in  Albrighton  and  Shifnal  but  these 
are  made  available  to  various  organisations  in  both  villages. 

Samples  have  been  taken  throughout  the  swimming  season,  some  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Close  supervision  and  co-operation  with  the  operative  is  kept  during  the  swimming  season  in  an  effort  to 
see  that  good,  satisfactory  samples  are  achieved,  as  the  main  risk  with  both  of  these  pools  is  that  there  may 
be  overcrowding. 
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(h)  Sewerage: 


The  extensions  at  Albrighton  Sewage  Works  commenced  during  the  year  and  completion  should  be 
somewhere  in  mid  1969. 

Both  major  plants  in  the  district  have  continued  to  function  fairly  well  throughout  the  year  despite  the 
overloaded  conditions.  The  value  of  unsophisticated  improvement  work  at  Shifnal  has  again  been  well 
proved. 

Sewage  sludge  from  the  two  major  Works  continues  to  be  taken  to  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Sewage 
Works  for  disposal. 


OCCUPATIONAL  HEALTH 

(a)  Offices ,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  registered  premises  were  as  follows: 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  registered 

Number  of  premises 

Total  number  of 

premises  receiving  a 

registered  during 

registered  premises 

general  inspection 

Class  of  Premises 

the  year 

at  end  of  year 

during  the  year 

Offices 

1 

19 

10 

Retail  shops 

7 

58 

37 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments,  etc.  .  . 

— 

19 

11 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

8 

97 

58 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds,  etc.:  113 


ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

76 

Retail  shops  . . 

178 

Wholesale  departments 

— 

Catering  establishments 

72 

Canteens 

— 

Fuel  store  depots 

4 

Total  . . 

330 

Total  Males  . . 

106 

Total  Females 

224 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

3 

0 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority  . . 

28 

3 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises)  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  .  . 

31 

3 

0 

0 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 


WELLINGTON  (Salop)  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Mr.  J.  D.  Craddock 


Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones 


Mr.  W.  Beech 
Mr.  T.  Broth  wood 
Mr.  L.  Bullock  ( ex-officio ) 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Chappell 
Mrs.  G.  Cordingley 
Mr.  J.  V.  Dakin 
Mr.  W.  C.  Davis 
Mr.  H.  W.  Draper 
Mr.  J.  P.  Ford 
Mr.  E.  L.  Goodyear 
Mr.  S.  W.  Gough 
Mr.  H.  E.  Holder 
Mr.  G.  H.  Hollis 
Mr.  R.  Hutchinson,  J.P. 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Ibbotson 

Mr.  H.  Wall,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

1.  Public  Supply 

In  general  the  public  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  Private  Main  Supplies 

Two  private  main  supplies  have  been  of  poor  quality.  The  Stockton  supply  has  been  replaced  in  its 
entirety  by  a  public  mains  supply  in  respect  of  which  the  Council  has  entered  into  a  Guarantee  of  Income 
Agreement  with  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board.  The  Woodcote  private  supply  has  in  part  been  replaced 
in  the  Stockton  scheme  and  work  has  been  carried  out  to  provide  a  satisfactory  supply  for  the  remaining 
properties. 


Mr.  I.  Jones,  J.P.  ( ex-officio ) 

Mr.  J.  J.  Jones 

Mr.  J.  E.  Kay 

Mr.  W.  H.  S.  Lander 

Mr.  J.  E.  Mansell 

Mr.  R.  G.  Marsh 

Mr.  T.  W.  Milner 

Mr.  O.  B.  Morgan 

Mr.  D.  W.  Neilson,  C.B.E. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ridgway 

Mr.  T.  D.  Roberts 

Mr.  J.  B.  Stevens 

Mr.  A.  B.  Timmins 

Mr.  G.  E.  Whyle,  J.P.,  C.C. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Woolley 


3.  Following  sampling,  several  individual  supplies  have  been  improved  or  replaced  and  brought  up  to  a 
satisfactory  standard. 

Houses  Population 

Houses  supplied  from  public  mains  direct  to  house  . .  8,378  Not  known 

Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil  Nil 

4.  Sampling 


Number  of  Bacteriological  samples  from: 


(1)  Public  mains  supplies 

Satisfactory 

. .  12 

Unsatisfactory 

. .  Nil 

(2)  Private  mains  supplies 

Satisfactory 

. .  2 

Unsatisfactory 

. .  Nil 

(3)  Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc. 

Satisfactory 

. .  24 

Unsatisfactory 

.  .  34 

Number  of  Chemical  samples  from: 

(1)  Public  mains  supplies 

Satisfactory 

. .  Nil 

Unsatisfactory 

. .  Nil 

(2)  Private  mains  supplies 

Satisfactory 

2 

Unsatisfactory 

.  .  Nil 

(3)  Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc. 

Satifsactory 

. .  Nil 

Unsatisfactory 

. .  Nil 

Any  unsatisfactory  samples  have  been  followed  up  and  the  necessary  action  taken  to  improve  the 
supplies. 

No  case  of  plumbo-solvency  arose  in  the  year. 


51 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

In  the  built  up  area  of  the  district  the  position  is  unsatisfactory.  Permission  has  not  been  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  proceed  with  the  Rhusmoor  Scheme  to  serve  this  part  of 
the  area  because  of  its  involvement  with  the  designated  Telford  New  Town. 

The  Tibberton  and  Cherrington  Schemes  and  the  extension  to  the  Edgmond  Scheme  have  been  deferred 
by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  because  of  the  restriction  of  local  authority  expenditure. 

The  Sambrook  Scheme  has  been  completed  and  the  works  commissioned.  The  small  schemes  for  the 
council  houses  at  Walcot  and  Long  Lane  have  been  completed  and  are  working  satisfactorily.  Two  similar 
schemes  for  council  houses  at  Preston  and  Sugden  will  proceed  next  year. 

Schemes  for  Little  Wenlock,  New  Works  and  the  northern  part  of  the  district  are  in  an  advanced  state 
of  preparation. 

Septic  Tank  Emptying 

This  service  is  operating  satisfactorily,  though  under  increasing  pressure,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a 
second  vehicle  will  be  required  during  the  coming  year. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Complaints  of  Food 

Milk  .  .  . .  8 

Coffee  . .  . .  1 

Meat  Pies  . .  3 

Total  ..  12 


Milk 

Several  complaints  were  made  concerning  foreign  bodies  in  milk,  and  unclean  milk  bottles.  One  Dairy 
Company  was  prosecuted  and  fined  £40  for  selling  milk  not  of  the  standard  demanded. 

Food 

Three  complaints  of  mouldy  meat  pies  were  made  to  the  department  and  these  were  investigated  and 
dealt  with  informally. 


Manufacturers  Registered: 

(a)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

( b )  Sausage  and  pie  makers  . .  6 

(c)  Ice-cream  makers  .  .  . .  Nil 

(d)  Others  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

(b)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(c)  Grocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 

(d)  Fishmongers  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(e)  Greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  9 

(/)  Wholesale  depots  . .  . .  Nil 

(g)  Mobile  shops  .  .  . .  . .  11 

(h)  Ice-cream  sellers  . .  . .  . .  40 

(0  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Markets  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


Food  Premises 

No. 

No.  to  comply 
with  16 

No.  1 9  applies 

No.  19  to 

(a)  Canteens 

5 

5 

5 

5 

(b)  Cafes  .  . 

. .  9 

9 

9 

9 

(c)  Public  houses 

. .  46 

46 

46 

46 

(d)  Food  shops  .  . 

. .  88 

88 

50 

50 

145 

145 

110 

110 

52 


Poultry  Inspections 

(a)  Number  of  premises  . .  Nil 

( b )  Number  of  visits  . .  . .  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  birds  processed  Nil 

(d)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  Nil 

( e )  Weight  of  birds  rejected  . .  Nil 


Meat  Inspections: 


Number  Inspected 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

.Sows 

372 

— 

9 

1,607 

546 

— 

Meat  Condemned 


Condemned  Carcases,  Parts  or  Organs 


Diseases  other  than  T.B.  or  Cysticercosis 

T.B. 

Cysticercosis 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Pigs 

Cattle 

Sheep 

69 

1 

26 

73 

6 

4 

2 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  in 
year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  inspected 
during  year 

Offices 

1 

14 

4 

Shops 

— 

58 

22 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public,  canteen 

2 

18 

7 

Storage  depots  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

90 

33 

Total  Visits  of  All  Kinds  . .  58 


Since  the  introduction  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  all  registered  premises 
have  received  at  least  one  inspection.  Generally,  infringements  of  the  Act  have  been  of  a  minor  nature. 
Although  no  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year,  potential  hazards  such  as  obstructed  and  badly  illumi¬ 
nated  staircases,  worn  and  dangerous  floor  coverings  and  freestanding  heating  appliances  were  noted  and 
dealt  with  during  inspections. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number  on  Number  of  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  local  authority 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises) 

Total 


1 

3 

1 

— 

58 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

4 

— 

— 

63 

6 

2 

— 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Talks  were  given  by  members  of  the  staff  to  a  Women’s  organisation  on  food  hygiene  and  food  poisoning. 
Several  pamphlets  have  been  circulated  to  schools  and  householders  concerning  food  hygiene. 


GENERAL  ENV1ROMENTAL  HYGIENE 

(a)  Nuisances: 

A  variety  of  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  by  the  department  of  formal  and  informal  action. 

Some  complaints  were: 

Dust  from  a  lorry  car  park,  smoke  from  incinereaors,  general  housing  defects,  accumulations  of 

rubbish,  keeping  of  animals  and  noise. 

Under  this  last  item  road  drills  and  compressors  continued  to  be  a  large  source  of  nuisance  and  difficulties 
arose,  because  of  the  temporary  nature  of  the  works,  in  dealing  with  the  complaints. 

(b)  Atmospheric  Pollution: 

The  main  industrial  pollution  problem  in  the  district  continued  to  be  emissions  from  cold  blast  cupolas 
but  during  the  year  some  improvements  were  effected  by  the  coming  into  operation  of  a  fully  automatic 
foundry  which  is  virtually  smokeless.  Improvements  have  also  been  made  at  local  brickworks  by  the 
re-construction  of  kilns  and  chimneys. 

(c)  Sw  imming  Baths: 

Hadley  open  air  swimming  pool  was  completed  during  the  year.  Despite  the  difficulties  involved  in 
purifying  an  open  air  swimming  pool  which  is  used  intermittently,  the  bacteriological  samples  taken  were 
generally  satisfactory. 

One  instance  arose,  accidently,  of  overdosing  chlorine,  resulting  in  complaints  of  sore  eyes  and  general 
irritation  of  the  skin.  All  operatives  were  given  further  instruction  regarding  the  operation  of  the  plant. 

(d)  Caravans: 

Number  of  multiple  sites  (more  than  three  vans)  . .  .  .  10 

Number  of  individual  sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

Number  of  caravans  involved  . .  . .  . .  . .  209 

Number  of  prosecutions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Improvements  to  small  sites  have  been  effected  through  informal  action.  Sites  appear  to  be  fully  occupied 
throughout  the  year  and  several  persons  have  had  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  site  to  station  their  caravan. 

Itinerants  constitute  an  intermittent  problem,  but  no  positive  action  can  be  taken  until  a  site  is  provided 
for  them  under  the  Caeravan  Act,  1968. 
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HOUSING 

The  Council  has  dealt  steadily  with  unfit  houses  by  way  of  clearance  order  and  demolition  order 
procedure.  Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  rehousing  occupants  of  houses  dealt  with  and  unless  the 
construction  of  council  houses  proceeds  the  slum  clearance  programme  is  likely  to  be  affected. 

The  multi-storey  block  of  flats  at  Hadley  was  completed  during  the  year  and  a  start  made  on  82  houses 
at  Ketley,  but  due  to  lack  of  adequate  sewage  disposal  facilities,  further  development  will  be  severely  restricted 
in  these  areas.  The  Common  Site  at  Donnington  was  completed  during  the  year  and  work  was  commenced 
on  three  blocks  of  flats  and  184  houses  at  Donnington  adjancet  to  the  Common  Site. 

Improvement  Grant  applications  have  reduced  in  number  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Potential 
applicants  have  preferred  to  await  the  increased  grant  expected  in  the  1969  Housing  Bill. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year  a  new  refuse  tip  came  into  joint  use  with  Oakengates  Urban  District  Council.  It  is 
estimated  that  this  tip  will  have  an  approximate  life  of  two  years. 

Negotiations  are  still  taking  place  with  other  authorities  in  the  area  for  mechanised  disposal  works. 

Refuse  collection  is  working  satisfactorily  and  very  few  complaints  have  been  received.  A  pilot  paper 
sack  scheme  has  been  introduced  for  approximately  800  houses  on  the  Donnington  Estate  and  has  worked 
extremely  well.  An  extension  to  this  scheme  will  be  introduced  in  1969  covering  a  further  1,384  houses,  and 
it  is  envisaged  that  this  system  will  be  adopted  throughout  the  district  in  due  course. 

A  bulk  container  service  was  also  introduced  during  the  year,  collecting  mainly  from  the  Central  Ordnance 
Depot  and  the  Council’s  multi-storey  flats. 
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HOUSING 


Newport 

Oakengates 

Wellington 

Shifnal 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

Estimated  Population  Mid-year 

0,000 

00,000 

00,000 

00,000 

00,000 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district 

2,126 

5,853 

5,318 

4,702 

9,399 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 

658 

1,668 

2,026 

1,040 

3,854 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1957  &  1961 

Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  areas 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  areas 

1 1 

10 

8 

5 

42 

Unfit  houses  closed  . . 

3 

0 

1 

7 

7 

Unfit  houses  made  fit 

0 

0 

2 

5 

34 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  (Other  than  unfit  houses  made 

fit) 

After  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Position  at  end  of  year  . . 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

Purchase  of  houses  by  agreement : 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included  in  confirmed 

Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

Overcrowding: 

(a)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  31st  December,  1968 

0 

81 

0 

5 

0 

(b)  Number  of  overcrowded  families  rehoused  during  year  .. 

0 

3 

0 

5 

0 

Houses  erected  during  year : 

By  local  authority  for  (a)  Slum  Clearance  . . 

°l 

11 

0 

54 1 

146  j 

(b)  Other  purposes  . . 

16 

21 

By  private  enterprise 

163 

224 

71 

88 

249 

Houses  in  course  of  erection : 

By  local  authority  for  (a)  Slum  Clearance  .  . 

0 

7 

0 

23 1 

120 } 

( b )  Other  purposes  . . 

0 

9 

52 

By  private  enterprise 

158 

97 

54 

63 

148 

Post-war  houses  erected  from  1st  April,  1945  to  end  of  current  year  by: 

(a)  Local  authority  . . 

511 

1,463 

1,361 

772 

2,394 

(b)  Private  enterprise 

829 

2,244 

1,778 

1,499 

2,116 

Housing  Programme  for  following  year: 

(a)  for  slum  clearance 

0 

25 

52} 

100 } 

184  J- 

(b)  for  other  purposes 

0 

25 

Total  number  of  council  houses  sold  during  year 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  year 

164 

750 

284 

340 

2,216 

Improvement  Grants: 

Discretionary  Grants  (Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958,  as 
amended): 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  applications  approved  during  year 

1 1 

0 

0 

4 

43 

(b)  Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  on  work  ranking  for  grant  .  . 

£709 

0 

0 

£1,495 

£922 

(c)  Amount  of  grant  payable  by  local  authority  stated  as  %  .  . 

50% 

0 

0 

27% 

50% 

( d )  Average  cost  per  dwelling  including  repairs  and  improvements,  etc. 

£902 

0 

0 

£1,977 

£1,143 

Standard  Grants  (Home  Purchase  &  Housing  Act,  1959,  and  Housing 
Act,  1964): 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  applications  approved  during  year 

6 

17 

6 

11 

18 

( b )  Average  amount  of  grant  per  dwelling  paid  by  Council 

£115 

£166 

£61/17/2 

£176 

£236 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


I 

Newport 

U.D.C. 

Oakengates 
]  U.D.C. 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

Shifnal 

R.D.C. 

Wellington 

R.D.C. 

Houses  in  district 

2,126 

5,853 

5,318 

4,702 

9,399 

Houses  connected  to  disposal  works  owned  by  local  authority 

2,112 

5,789 

5,310 

3,425 

7,361 

Houses  connected  to  satisfactory  private  disposal  or  treatment  plants  . . 

10 

8 

7 

1,269 

N.K. 

Houses  without  satisfactory  means  of  sewerage 

4 

56 

1 

0 

N.K. 

Houses  using  chemical,  pail,  earth  or  privy  closets: 

With  proper  means  of  disposal  . . 

0 

56 

1 

0 

N.K. 

Without  proper  means  of  disposal 

4 

0 

0 

0 

N.K. 

Collections  of  night  soil  by  local  authority: 

Houses 

0 

56 

1 

0 

166 

Frequency  . . 

0 

pails  w’kly 

Weekly 

0 

Weekly 

Sewage  disposal  works  owned  by  council  . . 

1 

1 

2 

8 

28 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Houses  in  district 

Public  Mains : 

Piped 

Stand  pipe  supplies 

Private  Mains: 

Piped 

Stand  pipe  supplies 

Other  Supplies: 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc. 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Samples  from : 

Public  Mains:  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Private  Mains:  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc. :  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Number  of  Chemical  Samples  from : 

Public  Mains:  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Private  Mains:  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc. :  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Number  of  Public  Main  Supplies: 

Chlorinated 
Not  chlorinated 

Number  of  Private  Main  Supplies: 

Chlorinated 
Not  chlorinated 

Did  any  sample  of  water  indicate  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action 
causing  contamination  by  lead  ?  . . 


Newport 

U.D.C. 

Oakengates 

U.D.C. 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

Shifnal 

R.D.C. 

Wellington 

R.D.C. 

2,126 

5,853 

5,318 

4,702 

9,399 

2,125 

5,831 

5,312 

4,660 

8,378 

0 

22 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

40 

185 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

836 

24 

8 

31 

18 

12 

2 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

2 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

24 

0 

0 

0 

10 

34 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

N.K. 

4 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION,  1968 


Parishes  or  Wards  where  Refuse  is 

Frequency  of 
Collection 

Method  of 
Collection 

Method  of 
Disposal 

Number  of 
Tips 

in  use  at 
end  of  year 

Collected 

Not  Collected 

Newport  U.D.C. 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Semi-controlled 

1 

Oakengates  U.D.C. 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Controlled 

1 

Wellington  U.D.C. 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Controlled 

1 

Shifnal  R.D.C. 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Controlled 

1 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Semi-controlled 

1 

58 


' 


